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CRITiCISMS AND COMPLAINTS: FOLLOW-UP REPORTS 
initial Review Unsatisfactory 

Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 1 Apr 80 p 2 

lArticle: ",,.and the Palse Note Had its Effect") 


(text! A letter from Lieutenant Colonel V. Shchekotov published under 

thie title this past 9 February reported some of the circumstances sur- 
rounding the case in which Warrant Officer N. Gorshkov was discharged 

from active military service, in an effort to get rid of 4 aan who had 

gone to KRASNAYA ZVEZDA with a complaint and with the connivance of some 
other people in official positions, Major V. Pusanov, 4 deputy unit (chast') 
commander for logistics, imputed to him something of which he was not guilty, 


The editors received a response from Colonel E. Kovarskiy, the deputy chief 
of the political directorate of the Urale Military District, But unforte 
mately it contained ao thoroughgoing analysis of what had happened. Of a1) 
the officials involved in the discharge of the warrant officer, the only 
one mentioned was the commmist G, Sratus', who was heard at 4 eeeting of 
the party bureau of the district's personnel section. 


The editors hope that the district political directorate will once again 
take up the matter raised in the letter and take effective geasures to 
prevent any recurrence of such instances. 


Civilian Housing Problens 





Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian & apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: "Officer Discharged Into Reserves...) 





[Text] ‘+ letter from ⸗æ Lieutenant Colonel Justice 1. Vashkevich published 
under this title on 10 October last year dealt with the fact that some 
officers ari warrant officers (praporshchiki, sichmany) who have been dis- 
charged into the reserves or retired have had to wait inexcusably long 
periods of time for housing in their new places of residence in exchange 























ior the quitters they had vacated in their garrisons, Publication of this 
report drew responses {rom 4 large number of readers, 4 portion of which 
were published thie past 4 January in 4 survey entitled "Not Simply 
jective Difficulties,” 


The editors have received reports that in a number of military districts 
and fleets these stories the paper hae published have been discussed at 
meetings of cowmanders and political personnel, Units (chast') are taking 
steps to improve their work with those completing their military service 
and leaving th .t garrisons, These personnel are being briefed on pro- 
cedures for ma ing housing arrangements in their new places of residence, 
as well as on objective housing difficulties which have developed in some 
population centers, especially in the southern part of the country and in 
some large centers, Skillfully conducting this sort of work with their 
wen are, for example, Major General Ye, Mikul'chik, the officers G, Berdni- 
kov, V. Androsov, 8. Buchinekiy and others, 


Colonel General V. Goncharov, first deputy chief of che Main Personnel 
Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR has reported to the 
editors that the matters raised in the paper have been discussed at a 
meeting of armed forces personnel officials. The Main Personnel Directorate 
of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR has reported to the editors that the 
matters raised in the paper have been discussed at a meeting of armed forces 
personnel officials. the Main Personnel Directorate is regularly informing 
commanders and political and personnel organizations of the situation 
concerning housing in various cities in the country for reserve or retired 
officers and warrant officers, A document has been put out for armed forces 
guidance which contains 4 number of regulations governing registration of 
people in this category, ae well as recommendations military personnel 
should consider in choosing their future off-post places of residence, 


Articles in KRASNAYA 7VEZDA have also raised the question of the need for 
more effective oversight by public prosecutors of the adherence of local 
govertment agencies to requirements of legislation governing residential 
privileges for reserve and retired officers and warrant officers. 


Yoshkar-Ola prosecutor Senior Legal Counselor V. Gherepanov reports to the 
editors that agents of the prosecutor's office have conducted an investi- 
gation of their city's implementation of this legislation, A report based 
on the results of this inquiry has been submitted to the executive commit- 
tee of the city soviet drawing attention to the need to end existing viola- 
tions of this law and in the shortest possible periods of time to mke 
housing in buildings in 411 juriedictions available to these designated 
individuals. 


But the editors are still receiving information indicating continued 

unjustified refusals to grant preferences to reserve and retired officers 
and warrant officers and that some jurisdictions constructing new housing 
ace not allocating quarters to executive committees to be made available 




















to these individuals, Wille some prosecutors are failing to take action 
againeat such violations of the law, Weiting in regard to such instances 
have Seen, for example, A, Vlyusnin from Grodno, G, Mitroshkin from 
Petropavlovek=Namachatekiy and |. bratukhin from Vladivostok, 


in responding to this paper « article "Not Simply Objective Difficulties," 
Vitebekaya Oblast prosecutor State Legal Counselor 3d Clase Yu, Kladukhin 
has informed the editors that housing for this category of citizen in 
\itebek te withdrawn by the executive committee of the city soviet from 
all juriedletions with the exception of construction organizations, which 
are exempted (rom this requirement,..by republic legislation, But is it 


possible that a republic law can limit the operation of all-Union legisla- 
tion’ 


hie Sewspaper reported in the same article the formal reply received from 
prosecutor N, Anokhin of Kamensk-Shakhtinskiy in Rostovekaya Oblast to the 
well-(ounded complaint of Major V, Dubinkin, Despite repeated reminders, 
the editore have never yet received a response in this connection from the 
Rostovekaya Oblast prosecutor's office, 


The editors are waiting for the chiefs of the divisions of general super- 
vision Of che procuracies of the RSFSR and the Belorussian SSR to express 
their views with regard to these matters. But it is clear that in 4 number 
{ inetances 4 practical response on the part of the responsible prosecutors 
is also required to re-establish the legal interests of citizens included 

in thet category comprising reserve and retired officers and warrant 

of fieers--individuals whose special legal statue consists in the fact that 
they expect, not any is@provement in their own personal housing conditions 

as @ost people do, but simply housing in exchange for that they vacated at 
their place of militery service. 


Food Service Irregularities 
Moscow KRASNAYA 7VEZDA in Russian 10 Apr 80 p 2 
larticle: "'The Vermouth Triangle'") 


(Text) Colonel A, Drovosekov's feature story published under this ticle 
on 12 March discussed serious shortcomings in the food service operation 
at the Military Chemical Defense Academy training center. 


Major General V, Zemzerov, chief of the academy's political section, 
reported to the editors that the facts as reported in the story are true, 
The newspaper's article was discussed with the academy's directing and 
supervisory personnel as well as in its political section, at a meeting 
of the party bureau and at a conference of the training center's officers 
and warrant officers. Steps have been taken to remedy the shortcomings 
Which have been identified, 

















The tradmiag center's deputy chiel of supply, Captain V, Naumov, has been 
removed from that post, in sceordance with party requirements, he has 
been given 4 strict reprimand with a notation in his personal record, 
Senior Lieutenant i, Murain, chief of the food and clothing and equipment 
supply services has been excluded {row membership in the VLKSM and dis- 
charged into the reserves, Legal proceedings have been initiated in the 
case of the food-supply depot chief, Warrant Officer V, Seredkin, Disci- 
plinary action has been taken against Warrant Officers N, Miukov, 8, Lobov 
and M. Terekhov, Lieutenant Colonel A, Landyshev, the training center 
commander, has received a reprimand, 


Medical Personnel Abuse Authority 
Moscow KRASMAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 16 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: “'Prescription for,,.a Cellar'"]) 


(Text) This was the citle given che report from Colonel Engineer L, 
Kulikov which we published on 28 february, It concerned the illegal use 
of military construction personnel for the construction of private garages 
in one of the garrisons, 


As reported to the editors by the chief of the construction organization's 
political section, Lieutenant Colonel V. Kolesnikov, disciplinary action 

for negligence in exercising supervision over personnel has been taken 
against Lieutenant Colonel V. Shkel'din, commander of the ailitary construc- 
tion detachment, and Major G. Kureyev, the detachment's chief of staff, 


The detachment physician, Captain of Medical Services V. Artyshuk, has 

been disciplined and subjected to party punishment (strict reprimand) for 
abuse of his official position, which manifested itself in putting military 
construction personnel to work in the interests of private individuals, 


The chief of the political section, Colonel N, Chebotarev, reports that 
the military hospital officers to whom these silitary construction person- 
nel were detailed have been called to account by the party. At an offi- 
cers meeting the garage builders’ attention was directed toward the 
inadmissibility of using military construction personnel as a work force 
for private purposes. 


Violations in Pool Maintenance 
Moscow KRASNAYA 7VEZDA in Russian 24 Apr 80 p 2 
larticle: ‘Why the Pool Is Eapty'”) 
(Text) Under this title on March 13 KRASNAYA ZVEZDA published the 
criticism from Lieutenant Colonel V. Kholodul'kin. As reported to the 
editors by Major General V. Popkov, deputy commander of the Central 


Croup of Forces for combat training, the facts as recounted in the criti- 
ciem are true. 














Major G, Martynov, Captain §, Gerteman and Warrant Officer M. Drevetekiy 
have been subjected to disciplinary action for violations in connection 
with pool maintenance and operation, Army sports club director Lieutenant 
Colonel V, Murashko and the garrison's billeting operations unit officer, 
G, Strukov, have been strictly warned of the inadmissibility of any 
recurrence of such inatances in the future, 


Negligence on Construction Project 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 26 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: "‘House,,,Under Siege’) 


(Texc] The report received from Captain A, Ladin and published under 
this title on 16 March dealt with negligence on one of the construction 
projects underway in the Central Asian Military District, 


As reported to the editors by the deputy chief of the district political 
directorate, Colonel N. Poborhenko, things have now been put into order 
on the project as required, A fence has been put up around the construc- 
tion site; the trenches around the residences have been filled in; 
construction vehicles have been @oved outside the residential area; and 
the basement of one of the residences which finish workers and decorators 
had been using as 4 storage area has been vacated, 


Disciplinary action has been teken against those guilty of the negligence 
in this instance, Lieutenance Colonel Engineer I. Mirgaliyev and Senior 
Lieutenant Engineer S, Artemchuk, The chief of the district's construction 
directorate, Colonel Engineer V. Lyubimev, and the chief of the political 
section, Colonel Yu. Vasyutin, have been administered party punishment for 
neglect in the area of labor organization on the construction project. 


Unsatisfactory Flight Mess Service 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 26 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticie: "‘'Nothing for Their Pains'") 
(Text) The letter from Captain V. Gvordev published on 19 March reported 
instances of unsatisfactory service provided flight crews in the flight 


mess and Zvezdochka Cafe in one of the garrisons of the Siberian Military 
District. 


As reported to the editors by Lieutenant Colonel I. Belolapotkin, the 
acting mess sergeant, an extended service man, Senior Sergeant R. Agayev 
has been given a strict repriaand. 
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Commissary chiet V, larasov and hie deputy for political affairs, &, Bibin 
have repor.ed that repairs have been made in the Zvesdochka Cafe, its 
furnishings and the assortment of dishes it offers expanded and their 
quality improved, The sale of alcoholic beverages has been prohibited, 
The cafe's manager, T, Yukhnovich and other workers guilty of negligence 
have been punished, 


No Parachuting Championships Held 
Moscow KRASNAY’ ZVEZDA in Russian 27 Apr 80 p 2 


lArticle: ‘How They "Froze" the Championship Again'") 


(vext] On 12 December 1979 KRASNAYA ZVEZDA published criticism under this 
title from the Odessa Military District concerning the fact that it has 
already been several years since the district held its last sport para- 
chuting champivnship. It was only in April, following a reminder, that 
the editors received a reply. The chief of the agitation and propaganda 
section and deputy chief of the district political directorate, Colonel 
A. Buyakhchev, has reported that the material in question here has been 
discussed at 4 meeting of the district sports committee, District sports 
parachuting championshins have now been planned for July 1980, 





Deficiencies in Training Organization 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 27 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: "'While the Commission Was At Work'") 


(Text) This was the title under which on 26 March KRASNAYA ZVEZDA pub- 
lished a letter from airborne company commander Guards Senior Lieutenant 
S. Mishanin, it concerned deficiencies in the organization of the train- 
ing program and the low quality of training provided in N regiment's 
officer training program, 





As reported to the editors by the chief of the unit's (soyedineniye) 
political section, the newspaper article has been discussed at a meeting 
of the regimental party committee as well as at a conference of the unit's 
(chast') command and political personnel, The criticism was recognized 
ac justified, Practical steps have been outlined to remedy the shortcoa- 
ings mentioned in the letter. 














Neg.oot of Materials, Squipment 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 27 Ape 80 p 2 
lArticle: “'Not a Delicate Mission’) 


ifext! A letter from a Major V, Vyal'tsev published under this title on 
L5 February concerned the negligence toward the care and use of materials 
and equipment shown by a former depot chief in one of the units (chast'), 
a Warrant Officer A, Revyakin, and the lack of supervision of his work on 
the part of officers A, Lisovyy and A, Belitekiy. 


As reported to the editors from the military prosecutor's office of the 
Far Gast ern Military District, the facts published by the paper have been 
verified and on the basis of the resulte of this investigation a report 
submitted to the unit commander, Disciplinary action has been taken 
Againet Lieutenant Colonel A, Lisovyy and a number of other officials 
While they and Major A, Belitekiy have been held financially accountable, 
The garrison's military prosecutor has initiated proceedings in the case 
of A. Revyakin, now discharged from army service, to collect compensation 
for the losses for which he is responsible through a people's court, 


Technical Training Deficiencies 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 29 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: "'The Main Reserve'") 


lvext] On 4 March this year KRASNAYA ZVEZDA published under this title an 
article by Colonel Engineer N, Bal'shem, senior instructor at the Tashkent 
Higher All-Arms Command School imeni V.I. Lenin touching upon problems 
connected with improvement of the technical training provided future offi- 
cers, 


The school's commandant, Major General of Tank Forces P, Tsurochkin, has 
reported that this information has been discussed at a meeting of the 
methods council of the operation and maintenance department. A meeting 
of the school's council and an interdepartmental conference have been 
devoted to the questions raised in the article. Participants discussed 
ways to strengthen the relationship between the various instructional 
disciplines and tactical training. 


Special attention was focused on the accomplishment of student exercises 
involving off-road combat vehicle operation under conditions approximating 
those encountered in actual combat and on the organization of technical 
combat support. 

















Specific Measures were outlined in connection with the final work to be 
done in equipping the armor training ground, the basic driving exercise 
area in particular, Plans now call for additional driver training without 
vehicles to make possible fuller implementation of the training program, 


The operation and maintenance department has developed a program of measures 
to improve student technical (raining and increase the effectiveness and 
improve the quality of the training process as a whole, 


Deficiencies in Ski Program 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 29 Apr 80 p 2 
laArticle: "'Contrasts of the Winter Season'") 


(text) This was the title given material published on 16 Janwry in con- 
nection with a KRASNAYA ZVEZDA military correspondents’ campaign ‘>. tion 
in the course of which a number of shortcomings were identified |. tix 
development of sport skiing in the Siberian Military District, 


As reported to the editors by the chairman of the district sports commit- 
tee, Lieutenant General |, Vulkhonskiy, this material has been discussed 
at an extraordimry session of Siberian Military District sports committee, 
The unit (chast') in which Major G. Levchenko is serving (the criticism 
was directed toward him) has formed a sports committee; a plan has been 
drawn up for mass-scale sports work; records are now being kept of person- 
nel performance in meeting VSK (military sports complex] norms; and steps 
have been taken to insure a supply of skis. At the next meeting of the 
district sports committee, the unit commander is to report on the develop- 
ment of mass-scale sports activities within the unit and on the progress 
personnel are making toward satisfying both VSK and sports rating norms, 


Negligence in Motor Vehicle Operation 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 30 Apr 80 p 2 
lArticle: “'Conflict on the Road'") 


{Text} Om 1 March KRASNAYA ZVEZDA published a letter under this title 
from Captain A. Krendelev, deputy chief of the military motor vehicle 
inspectorate of the Siberian Military District. It reported instances of 
irresponsibility on the part of certain personnel designated vehicle 
commanders. It concerned, among other things, a violation of instructions 
by a Major of Technical Services V. Kalich. 


As reported to the editors by the unit (chast') command, the newspaper's 
story has been discussed at a meeting of officers. Practical steps have 
been outlined to remedy the shortcomings mentioned in the letter. Testing 
has been oeganized for officers and warrant officers designated vehicle 











tte idere covering hell keowledee of Craffile fegulations, the performance 
of wall Leehaiea! control poimt chiefs hae been analysed; and 4 technical 
comferemee hee been held for the drivers, 


Major of Teehnieal Services V, Ralich hae been given 4 strict reprimand 


for failupe te fulfill Che requirements imposed by the ailitery eotor 
ehicle inepector, 


Unenthuelastic sponeore 
Noecow FRAGWAYA CVEZDA im Russian 30 Apr 80 p 2 
lAvticle: “Left Without Sponsors’) 


\Text) Gm 2) January RRASHAYA ZVEZOA published a letter under this titie 
from 0, Meehetin, @ @ilitery imetrvetor at Gor'kiy School Wo. 149, and 
sehior Ploneer leader i, Gromova along with commentary by our correspondent. 
Their complaint coneerned the fact that garrison troops had refused to 
coptiave their eponsorship of the school, 


Ae reported to the editere by the chief of the unit (chast') political 
section, the troops have reaseumed their sponsorship of Gor'kiy Secondary 
School Wo, 149, Steps have been outlined to improve the students silitary- 
patriotic indoctrination, 


The political section is now @onitoring the organization and content of the 
troops’ activities as eponsore in the city's schools, 


#96) 
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AVIATION UNTTS: TRAINING AND RELATED ARTICLES 
Fighter-interceptor Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA 7VEZDA in Russian 11 May 80 p 2 


[Article by Lt Col A. Andryushkov, Military Pilot let Class: “Gombat Ie 
Not a Game of Civeaway”™| 


{Text} A tactical flight training exercise was underway. The “enemy” 
aerial attack came from various directions. Trying to overcome the anti- 
air defenses, the “enemy” crews used electronic countermeasures and maneu- 
vered, trying to evade the attack of the interceptors. Ase he climbed, 
fighter pilot Sr Lt Yu. Sheheglow wae certain of success. He would vin, 

He had recentiy done well in combat training. And his hopes were justified. 
After the flight, surrounded by hie comrades, he said: “The navigator 
steered me right to the target. But I had scarcely locked on the target 
when the merry-go-round began.” Hie hands, describing the fighter plane 
maneuvers, reproduced the entire encounter, “I had to open fire in 4 turn.” 


Speaking of the “enemy,” he exclaims with praise in hie voice, “It was a 
tough battle.” 1 reminded hie of another flight, when we went out to 
practice maneuvering combat. Shcheglow was the attacker that time and he 
sought the target (@y airplane) long and hard. Suddenly I hear: “I've 
got the target.” 


Expecting the fighter attack, | start 4 steep turn. I watch Shehegiow in 
my scanning sirror. For some reason he does not follow my maneuver. His 


actions were fot aggressive. Was thie deference for his superior’ Thie 
is no place for deference. At the moment we are opponents and politeness 
and gallantry are out of place. I decide to “shake hie up” and ewitch to 
combat in the vertical plane. Shcheglow copies my maneuver exactly but on 
& parallel course. “Twenty-one, why don't you get to work?” The reply 
was silence. I extend my sirbrakes and siow abruptiy. Shcheglow's air- 
plane shoots onby. “I've lost the target,” he reported confusedly. What 
a fighter. We doesn't even suspect that he has hiaself now become 4 tar- 
eet... “fire” at him and transmit: “Twenty-one, I's pulling away to the 
right. Fiy formation on me and we'll go home.” 


a9 














ve home without completing the @ission! Por Shehegiov thie is completely 
unacceptable, Sut there's ne point in fiying around for nothing... it's 
quite clear that he ie get ready for combat, Later, on the ground he 
admits: “| wae tempted te fun @y gun camera of you during the straight= 
avd=level fun back te the base...” i had to comfort hie with the fact that 
he Rad won of important victory over himself, Thie ie also characteristic 
of e Tighter pliet. But Lt wae important te clarify lmmediately the reason 
for hie leck of readiness for the exercise, The emercise wae not beyond 
hie capabliities, We ruse of tactical trick wae used in this one-on-one 
combat. The Flight @aneuvere were pot new to Shehegiov, He had previously 
made several aerial combat training fiighte, Then what wae the problem’ 


it wae difficwlt for Sheheglew te anewer the question, HWesitating, he 
jiterally shook we up with still another admission: “i've never before 
practiced aefial combat with euch violent maneuvering. in our squadron 
we have our own ‘wethod:' take gun camera pictures for the record on a 
st raight~and-level run or if in 4 turn the target @ust turn ‘like 4 pan- 
cake’=-with very email bank angie, in this way the file will be good and 
flight safety rules will be satisfied, But after this you feel ae if 
you've disarmed yoursel:,” 


After this how can | blame the pilot for losing the target in 4 maneuver’ 
ie started the flight certain that it was to be the weual game of “giveaway.” 
ie the ordinary pilot to blame in thie situation if this is the way he was 


taught’ 


Generally the wait in which Shehegiow serves is 4 combative, cohesive team 
and indulgences in combat training are not permitted. But some of the 
pilots seem to wish to obtain high aarke the easy way. And this desire 

i@ particularly etrong because they know there will not be any punishment 
for simplification of the training. 


This interpretation does net please everyone. They prefer to term it wise 
caution, care for flight safety. They are praised for this, And if the 
concept of combat seems risky to anyone there is really no justification 
for thie approach, Suppose the pilots of the whit have good records, 
suppose their gunnery and tactical skills geet the modern requirements of 
aerial combat=-ail thie is really unimportant. 


Rach of use knows very well that the etruggie for flight safety is an 
important national problem. But thie struggle can not and should not be 
weed to justify individual cases of lowering of standards in combat training. 
But in practice euch cases are etill encountered. But does thie protect 
ws agsinet situations leading to flight accidents’ Sometimes such accidents 
are the direct consequence of over=-caution and over=-simplification. Secause 
of the lack of alertness of the personnel. Actually difficulties tend to 
make one more alert. Consider tactical flight training. it's no secret to 
anyone that the gore complex and instructive the flight missions, the more 
‘eaniy” they are carried owt. FPiguratively speaking, complexity of the 
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task forces us te give our full attention te the problem, Hut in the 
ordinary filghte, in the simplest conditions, there are preconditions for 
accidents, sometimes very serious, Complacency makes iteelf felt, some 
duliing of attentiveness to possible complications, even a note of care= 
jeseness if heard: after all, why spend toe much time on preparation? 
The conditions are simpie,.. 


The proponents of over=simpiification rarely consider the damage they do 

to theif schoo) o¢ by avoiding the difficulties in combat training, But 
what if we core der that Lt is fet our comrade in arms but rather the actual 
enemy sitting .a the target airplane cockpit?,.. There's no reason for hie 
to fly @ etl aight-iine course for you, He will fight as toughly and 
erafttily ae he can, it's an unforgivable error to count on weakness of 

his combat skills, 


I believe it shoucd be clear to everyone: we should turn from the bad 
practice of approaching the performance of the task from the viewpoint of 
simplifying the @iesion, dictated by fears that all might not go well; we 
need to master everything outlined in the program. In fact, we should 
even gradually complicate the mission, But how can we improve flight 
safety’ Were it is clear that each individual needs more careful prepara- 
tion on the grownd, Again we should turn to the experience of the experts. 
This preparation should inelude early development of the aerial combat 
models and mandatory utiligationof these aodeis by the well proven “walk- 
through-the-flight” technique. 


Tt is trwe that it is difficult to blame the pilots of this unit for the 
fact that they are not ready for flight. In the workbooks each flight is 
described with colored pencils with diagrams and mathematical calculations. 
The examination questions are noted in the journal with grades opposite 
them--no lower than “good.” But ail this is generally, as some of our 
comrades joke, just “for show.” Much training time is spent in the name 

of all thie over-insurance. How much time remains for actual preparation 
for 4 specific (light’ Not enough. Not enough for creative searches for 

a better combat concept, not enough for discussions with our comrades, The 
pilot doesn't have enough time left for this, All the time is spent in 
mechanical re-writing of the inetructions, which have already been re-written 
af uncounted qumber of times. So it turns owt that the pilot is theoret- 
ically ready for flight but is not ready in practice. 





You may very well respond: what is the commander of this unit doing’ The 
anever is that he is doing the same thing a6 hie pilot=--he is also occupied 
with re-writing. That's ail right if the commander of the unit is suffi- 
clentiy experienced. Sut what if he is young? In this case he will not 
have well-founded organizational skills nor extensive pedagogical or phycho- 
logical experience. But be is still responsible for his own readiness for 
flight and for the readiness of each pilot of the unit. If he is to be 

re ~ponsible for everything, be must be trained. Who is to do this’? It is 
difficult to answer this question, since everyone is very busy. Can he be 








ailowed to experiment by \imself in tactics? But here there are dangers of 
becoming the “author” of situations leading to an accident because of inexpe- 
rience, This is why the young commander in hie “creative” search for training 
gethodoloay follows a less troublesome route==the route of simplification, 


The equipment installed in fighter alrplanes for recording the filght para- 
weters makes it possible to “read owt” in detail the entire flight, from 
engine start to engine shutdown, Te this good? Definitely, Hut the use 
of this equipment gay be one-sided. One whit commander, analyzing the 
light, checke only to eee whether the pilot has exceeded the specified 
epeed, aititude, load=factor, and so on, In 60 doing he is not interested 
in the tactical teehniques used by his subordinate, This obviously does 
jot relate to combat simulation on the ground, But there are various sorts 
\' cautions, in thie way the pilot ie urged toward maximal simplification 
ot the fiight... 


it te Set possible to examine here all the factors leading to over=-simplifi- 
sation in thie wait. As it is, the harm of these phenomenon is quite clear, 
tow can we eliminate the causes of this situation? It is obvious that each 
pilot=<-the “enemy” and the “attacker”=-must demonstrate more responsibility 
for his training, We must all recognize the incontrovertible fact that 
victory in sodern combat can be achieved not through simplification of the 
training but rather through its gradual complication. 


Military Vee of Civil Air Transport 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 May 80 p 2 
[Article by Maj G. Tewkanov: "To the duty station by airplane”] 


\Text) Air transport is becoming gore and sore important in the carriage 
of passengers in the USSR. The military transport authorities are aiso 
using the Aeroflot airplanes more often for taking recruits to the place 
of service and separatees to their reserve units. I'd like to describe 
how this is organized in the Chelyabinsk transport center. 


Just before the regular callup for @ilitary service 4 non-staff local 
airport command center is set up. Together with the aviation group staff 
the officers of the commande center resolve the questions of housing, 
feeding, and cultural support for the troops, and the schedule of their 
departure. For example, there are inetructions to the assistant military 
commandant and to the financial office regarding the procedures for pre- 
paring the group flight tickets, agreements are made with the motor trans- 
port agencies for transport of the troops, and so on. 


in case of long delays in airplane departure because of the weather, 
arrangements are made for overnight accommodations for the passengers. 
They are supplied with rations and various diversions are provided for the 
recruits, including movies and television. 
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Well-planne. organigation of the activity and skillful and initiative 
efforte of adividuais such as Maj K, Gai'echenya, Capt N. Kvasha and others 
made it possible last year to carry out all the alr transport operations 
without accidents and on schedule, 


Plight Support Operations 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 235 May 60 p 2 


\Article by Engr-lt Col |, Zoryanekii, Deputy Commander of Aviation Regiment 
for Aircraft Bo, .seering Services, Group of Soviet Forces in Germany: “The 
Technical Criti ve ae an Element of Flight Safety") 


[Text] During a preflight inepection Officer A, Fialka, Deputy Squadron 
Commander for Aircraft Engineering Services (ABS) noted a emall of] puddle 
on the concrete beneath one airpiane. Lt Tech Services Yu, Fedorov was 
obviously worried: just where had thie dark spot on the parking place of 
his airplane come from’ Was ofl spilled during servicing or had a line 
sprung 4 leak’? it turned out to be neither, 


Maj Tech Services Fialka found the cause without any difficulty. Fedorov 
had been carelese. After servicing the engine with oil he inetalled the 
dipstick improperly and did not fully close the cap on the tank filler neck, 
it is easy to see the consequence that such careliessness--or more precisely 
negligence--in airplane maintenance could lead to. Needless to say, Fialka 
had some hareh words for his subordinate right there on the parking ramp. 
But thie was not the end of the matter. .ne incident became the basis for 
serious discussion with the squadron maintenance group personnel. This 
discussion was held during the regular technical critique, which as usual 
provided the aviation specialiste with new knowledge and skills in servicing 
the modern combat machines. 


Otficer Fialka had once and for ail time learned an incontrovertible truth: 
assurance of flight safety and elimination of conditions which lead to 
flight accidents from the practice of the work of the aviation specialists 
is a problem of national importance. It is quite logical that technical 
eritiques should occupy a significant position in the large complex of 
squadron measures directed toward preventing such conditions. These critiques 
make it possible to analyze in detail the best operating experience, delve 
into the nature of the identified hardware malfunctions, and make accessible 
to everyone effective techniques for eliminating such malfunctions. Thanks 
to the system of such measures the personnel essentially attend a real school 
of advanced training in the servicing of rocket-firing airplanes. 


l attended several times the critiques conducted by Fialka, which were held 
at least once 4 week. The most remarkable feature of these critiques is 
the fact that Fialka never appears at the meetings without careful prepara- 
tion=--s80 that there is no improvization of the handling of any situation. 
An outstanding specialist himself and knowing the technological servicing of 
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jet airplanes from the ‘leet te the third generation in great detail, he 
places ome (ask at the head of his list==-train hie subordinates to perform 
skilled and efficient servicing of the modern airplane, Nothing escapes 
the eye of thie experienced officer=-neither the @istakes of certain indi- 
viduals sor the obvious successes of others, i.e,, everything that should 
be considered in this field, 


Olfieer Pielke has 4 certain notebook=-a sort of working diary, in which 
he notes down his observations, A young specialist deviated from the 
established procedure for inspecting his airplane, An aviation mechanic, 
no fovice at the business, started working on some bombing equipment with- 
out following the proper procedure, An active efficiency expert improved 
a wrench and skillfully adapted the new version to the assembly of a com- 
plicated unit... The teolated facts seem to take on a logical harmony when 
they ate discussed in detail at the critiques, 


llowever, such examples are by no means the only matters covered during the 
special training provided by the technical critiques, Particular attention 
is devoted in the squadron to the matter of where these critiques should 

be held=-at the airplane or in the classroom, what aide should be used, 
vhose experience is deserving of approval and dissemination, and much mor. 
Not ali goes as it should, some of the responsible AES specialists at times 
degrade the critiques by dressing down offending technicians and mechanics. 
thie practice is not of any real assistance to anyone. Obviously no detail 
can be ignored and something can be learned from all incidents. But this 
should be done on 4 sound basis. 


Let's return to the case mentioned in the beginning of the article. The 
technical critique after preflighting the vehicle was conducted by Fialko 
right at the airplane. The mistake made by Fedorov was demonstrated right 
on the spot. The maintenance personnel practiced installing the dipstick 
and closing the neck of the tank on a special simulator, fabricated by the 
rationializers of the squadron. Thus the technicians were not simply 
listeners and observers. The critique of the mistake of their comrade was 
& lesson for many of them. 


A particular interest of the Deputy Squadron Commander for AES is the dis- 
semination of the gost effective work methods and the achievements of the 
socialist competition winners, and timely introduction of their experience 
into practice. A good reputation has been won for example, by the unit 
where the Maintenance Unit Director is Sr Lt Tech Services V. Irishanov. 
in the competition in honor of the 110th anniversary of Lenin's birth this 
team achieved a remarkable result: 411 the airplanes of the unit were 
classified as “excellent.” How was this achieved? Officer Fialka arranged 
one of coe regular critiques as 4 thematic session, which made it possible 
to delve more deeply into the essence of the experience of the leading 
workers. 











A few remaris on thematic eritiques, Their usefulness is obvious, 1! recall 
the following case, After a flight Maj V, Kudryavtsev reported that the 
knob of his fadio transmitter had suddenly hung up in flight during the 
flight. Specialists led by Engr Capt V. Baghenov removed the switch and 
carefully studied it, but could find no deviations from normal operation, 
They checked it after putting i: back in place: hundreds of activations 
and not 4 single hang-up, 


Then the head of the radio and electronic equipment group Sr Lt Tech Service 
E, Tarasov suggesting checking the knob after warmup, i.e., under conditions 
similar to those in actual flight, They started the engine, waited a 
definite tise and again began to operate the transmitter button, Now the 
malfunction repeated, This meane that we gust learn how to identify mal~- 
functions, Baghenov held a thematic critique on “Techniques for Detecting 
Malfunctions” with the engineering and technician staff. 


Another time, during 4 thematic critique the maintenance personnel heard 
an instructive talk by Sr Lt Tech Services N. Bogun, who was very alert 
when servicing an airplane engine and discovered a seriovs malfunction. 
Then Bogun shared the “secrete” of his particular inspection technique. 
Present at thie critique were the squadron Maintenance Unit Director and 
the AES Directors of other squadrons, Their presence was no accident. 
They learned from Fialka the techniques for carrying out such measures and 
wished to introduce his experience into their operations. 


Another very significant fact is that in this outstanding squadron the 
fiight crews are often present at the technical critiques, at the instruc- 
tion of the commander of the unit. The officers learn such from these 
sessions. The need for this is obvious. One time a young pilot was 
testing an engine and did not adhere to the warmup time schedule. The 
airplane crewchief should have intervened and corrected the pilot. But 
he did not notice the error because he was off to one side of the airplane. 
This incident led to a critique with the pilots invited to attend. The 
fact is that such gistakes are in some seasure typical for other crews as 
well. The equadron AES Director, after analyzing in detail the reasons 
behind the error, defined more precisely the positioning of the airmen 
during engine runup. The interaction of the pilot and the crewchief in 
this situation was then worked out on a simulator. 


However, we have to admit that not all our AES specialists are yet capable 
of obtaining the desired results when conducting the technical critiques. 
Often the technicians of the aviation units and the group directors approach 
these critiques from a formal viewpoint. Not all the units hold a critique 
at the end of the working day. Some argue as follows. Suppose | share ay 
ideas with the squadron deputy commander for AES, “supply” him with the 
facts; then it is up to the supervisor to decide what to do with the facts. 
But it is important to analyze immediately, on the spot, the actions of the 
aviation specialists, in order that they may draw an instructive lesson 
from the mistakes of their fellow workers or adapt an advanced technique 
for their own use. 
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The @odern aifpsanee embody Che latest achievements in design thought, How= 
evel we @ust remember Chat even experienced maintenance personne! make 
mistakes in servicing these airplanes, and these mistakes may form the basis 
of conditions leading to flight accidents, in order to ensure strict 
siherence to the established procedures and introduce quickly and effectively 
‘)@ Geet advanced methods it i@ necessary to continuously improve the tech- 
iques for conducting the technical eritiques, make them a real school of 
eifectiveness in the servicing of modern airplanes and helicopters. 


Aireralt Maintenance Operations 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 27 May 80 p 2 


\Articie by Guaras Capt V. Kitchenko, Secretary of the Regiment Komsomol 
Lomi ttee | 


Text) The outcome of the aerial combat carried out by the squadron headed 
by Cuarde Maj V. Zhuraviev depended on whether the flight under the command 
/' Guards Capt V. Kulya would be able to intercept the pair of airplanes 
coming to the aid of the “enemy.” The mission of the unit was made compli- 
cated by the fact that the unit was located far to the side and the inter- 
cept could be made only in 4 single pass. In a word, the tactical situation 
diftered very little from that which might occur in actual combat. And 

thie is logical, after all complicated and tense situations should be created 
in the training exercise, The aerial training of the pilots, the skill o/ 
the technicians and mechanics, and the quality of preparation of the air- 
pianes for the mission are all subjected to rigorous verification in the 
ky. 


ihe guardemen-airmen passed their examination. Precisely following the 
instructions from the ground, Guards Capt Kulya quickly ied his unit onto 
the intercept course, by an energetic maneuver gained a tactically advan- 
tageoue position, and fired his rockets accurately at the lead “enemy” air- 
plane. Then the second pair of the unit entered the fight. The leader of 
this pair Guards Capt V. Kochnev, following the example of his commander, 
decisively and skillfully attacked the second “enemy” airplane. 


After landing Kulya warmly shook the hand of Guards Sr Lt V. Mal'yanov, 
the Maintenance Unit Director, and said: “Thanks from all the pilots of 
the unit for excellent preparation of the flight equipment.” 


These words were good news for Mal'yanov. They were particularly pleasant 
because of the fact that they implied praise for the efforts of the Komsomol 
organization. 


But in the beginning of the year there were some discrepancies in the flights. 
Then Kulya and Kochnev, members of the squadron Komsomol committee, together 
with Mal'yanov, secretary of the squadron Komsomal organization, had much 

(o to ensure thet the Komsomol gembers set an example in combat training. 














The pilots vere charged by the commander with the task of achieving precise 
and coordinited actions in aerial combat, The personnel of the equadron 
took upon themselves the socialist obligation of excellent performance of 
the tasks in the exercises and intercepting the “enemy” at the specified 
range on the first pass, 


Regular training flights were required, However in the very first shifts 
some of the planned sorties did not take place, The reason for the inter- 
ruptions in the combat exercise rhythm was poor preparation of the flight 
vehicles, For example, Guards Sr Lt Tech Services Yu, Litvinov tuned an 
airplane radio .mproperiy and the pilot after takeoff could not maintain 
continuous communication with the ground station, 





The Party organization sounded the alarm, At a Party Office meeting 
reports were presented by Guarda Sr Lt Tech Services N, Kovyazin and V. 
ivanov on personal “example setting” and responsibility of the communist 
leaders for high work quality. They had to listen to sharp but justifted 
eriticiten, 


The regiment Party Committee and ite Secretary Guards Maj A. Borisov 
directed the attention of the Komsomol activists toward intensification 

of the struggle with deficiencies in preparing the airplanes for flight. 

The activists began to deive more deeply into these questions and react 

more sharply to deficiencies, For example, in the course of a hearing at 
the Komsomol Office concerning Komsomol member Yu. Litvinov it became clear 
that this officer did not have thorough knowledge of the aircraft equipment. 
Unfortunately he wae not the exception. 


"The Komsomol organization should devote more attention to airmen technical 
training,” proposed Guards Sr Engr Lt M. Denisov. "We are quite capable 

of organizing a technical lecture program which would broaden the profes- 
sional horizons of the technicians and mechanics.” 


This officer himself undertook to put his suggestions into effect. With 

the aid of the squadron engineers Denisov prepared a class syllabus, selected 
experienced leaders, and arranged for engineers, the leading group commanders, 
and the outstanding technicians to speak to the airmen. 





Once an airplane for which Guards Sr Lt Tech Services A. Dremanov was the 
technician returned to the parking area from the end of the runway. “The 
brakes are bad,” reported the pilot. “I forgot that I had changed the 

brake disk,” stammered Dremanov, “I should have tested the brakes earlier...” 


tiow could it happen that a Komsomol member, a crewchief of an airplane 
classified as “excellent,” could fail to do his job. A serious discussion 
of this matter was held at a meeting of the squadron Komsomol committee. 

A thorough evaluation was made not only of this incident but also of other 
cases of careless preparation of aircraft for flights. The adopted resolu- 
tion directed the Komsomol members to eliminate the deficiencies and dis- 
seminate and introduce the experience of the leading workers. 
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A serious oversight of the Komaomol organization was its inadequate atten- 
tion to the airplane technicians who had already become classified as 
“excellent.” Some of the leading airmen had gradually let the quality of 
their work deteriorate, Thus, examining the “excellent” airplane entrusted 
to Guards Lt Tech Services P. Galiya, an engineer was able to evalute its 
technical status only as “satisfactory.” The Komeomol Committee drew the 
logical conclusions from this case. We began to delve more deeply into 
the training and service activity of all the technicians, including the 
beat, and aseiet them in achieving new successes, 


fhe support provided by the leading role of the Komsomol members in combat 
training and socialist competition permitted the squadron commanded by 
Guards Maj V. Zhuravlev to completely fulfill in the winter period the plan 
for combat readiness and meet the socialist pledges. However all the 
deficiencies have not yet been eliminated. There are still problems to 
think over and work out in the summer training period. The squadron airmen 
are now working diligently for excellent performance of each flight mission. 


9576 
C80; 1801 














SOVIET ARMED FORCES: SOCIAL CHARACTER, PURPOSES VIEWED 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 3-9 


[Article by Professor and Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Col A. 
Timorin: "V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the Social Character and Historical 
Purpose of the Soviet Armed Forces"; passages enclosed in slantlines 
printed in boldface. | 


[Text] The question of the social character and historical purpose of the 
Soviet Armed Forces is an important part of the problem of defending the 
achievements of the socialist revolution and of Soviet military organiza- 
tional development. Based on the specific historical conditions of their 
time, K. Marx and F. Engels, the founders »f scientific communism, drew 
important theoretical conclusions on the need for arming and for military 
organization of the working class and about its historical purpose, charac- 
ter and nature. 


Based on their ideas and on the basis of a thorough analysis of the era of 
imperialism, V. I. Lenin enriched Marxism with new conclusions and theses 
on the armed defense of socialist achievements of the working class and on 
the social character, purpose and functions of military organization. He 
showed that the new historical era opened up opportunities for victory and 
development of the socialist revolution. The victory of socialism became 
possible initially in one or more capitalist countries by virtue of the 
effect of the law of the uneven economic and political development in the 
era of imperialism. With respect to other states, they remain bourgeois 
or prebourgeois for a certain time and, together with the internal counter- 
revolution, will attempt to destroy the country of victorious socialism. 


The question of armed protection of socialist homelands which arose 
against the imperialist aggressors was advanced to the foreground under 
such historical conditions. There was no doubt at all that under condi- 
tions of imperialism, when the militarists and militarization of the 
economy of capitalist states became even stronger and wars became 4 means 
for resolving interstate disputes, the imperialists would attempt by any 
means to stifle the socialist revolution and prevent the spread of its 
influence. 




















Historical experience fully confirmed these scientific generalisations, 
lamediately after the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, 
the question of defending ite achievements againet the intrigues of inter- 
national imperialiam became a matter of immediate practice in our country, 
The pressure of ite external forces on the young Republic of Soviets was 
particularly great. Thies is explained first of all by the fact that the 
firet victorious socialist revolution had occurred in the only country 
located in capitaliat encirclement. The imperia'ists hoped to deal 
quickly with it, 


Secondiy, Russia's defection from the system of capitaliem dealt a terrible 
blow against its economic and political position. Not wishing to lose the 
enormous capital in Russia, imperialists of the United States, England, 
Germany and other states who owned it undertook military intervention 
againet the Land of Soviets. There was a union of internal and external 
counterrevolutionary forces, 


Lenin's supreme service is that he substantiated the need for a regular 
army as the main tool for defending the socialist homeland. This was a 
bold conclusion and a new revolutionary discovery, since until that time 
the Marxists had considered militia forces to be the primary means for 
defense. A regular army was needed, since it was a matter of an entire era 
of proletarian revolution and transition to socialism and, consequently, a 
relatively lengthy process of armed defense of the homeland. In addition, 
the imperialist states possessed massive regular armies armed with modern 
technology and their pressure could be withstood only by another massive, 
mobile regular army capable not only of defensive action, but of vigorous 
offensive actions as well. And so Lenin stated that it was a regular army 
that was "inherent to the consolidated power of any class, including the 
proletariat.”* 


The Soviet Armed Forces were set up on the basis of Red Guard detachments, 
revolutionary unite of the old army and new military formations as a /new 
type/ of army differing fundamentally from the standing army of bourgeois 
states by its /social-political nature/, the moral-combat qualities of its 
soldiers and its /historical purpose./ The basic traits and principles of 
socialism are mirrored in the socialist army. It is an exact copy, a mold 
of che socialist social and state system. Lenin said that “organizational 
development of our army could lead to successful results only because it 
was set up in the spirit of overall Soviet organizational development and 
on the basis of class correlations which have an effect in the field of 
any organizational development."’ 


The new army was formed as a class army and a tool of the state of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. It expressed the will and interest of 
workers, peasants anc ai) ctoilers. It was a revolutionary army, truly a 
people's army, indoctrinated in a spirit of proletarian international ism. 
The Communist Party's management of its entire life and work was a most 
important trait in which the new social nature of our army was manifested 
most vividly from the very beginning. 
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The party # undivided management of the army ise determined by the Communiat 
Party's lvading and directing role in the political system of socialist 
society as a force which is most organized, made cohesive by a unity of 
will and actions, and armed with foremost revolutionary theory, The Party 
Central Committee decree adopted at Lenin's initiative and entitled "On the 
Policy of a Military Department," emphasized that “the policy of a military 
department, as of all other departments and establishments, is conducted on 
the precise basis of general directives issued by the party in the person 
of and under the direct supervision of ite Central Committee."" This 
decree played an important role in establishing and consolidating the 
Communist Party's management over all aspects of military organizational 
deve lopment. 


The make-up of the socialist army's historical purpose and concrete func- 
tions stems from ite social character. Vladimir Tl'ich Lenin pointed out 
that "this army ia called upon to protect the revolution's achievements, 
our people's power, the Soviets of soldiers', workers’ and peasants’ 
deputies, and the entire new, truly democratic system against all enemies 
of the people, who now are using all means to destroy the revolution.” 


The Sovnarkom [Council of People's Commissars] adopted a historic decree on 
\5 January 1918 on organizing the Red Army. Thanks to Lenin's personal 
participation in editing the decree and to his additions end corrections, 
the adopted document exhaustively revealed the historical purpose of the 
Red Army. It states that the new army being formed will be the “bulwark of 
Soviet authority,. . . Dvery person who is ready to give of his energy and 
hie life for defending the achievements of the October Revolution and the 
authority of the Soviets and socialism will join the Red Army."” 


Subsequent articles and works by Lenin elaborated and specified his 
propositions on the historical purpose of the Red Army. He stressed that 
along with the mission of protecting achievements of the socialist revolu- 
tion against enemies foreign and domestic, the Soviet Armed Forces were 
called upon to support the revolutionary struggle of other nations. This 
mission was defined by the international tasks of Russia's proletariat and 
re ommed from the position of the Soviet Republic as the only country of 
so lalism at thet time. Vladimir Ll'ich also pointed out that the Red Army 
by its very existence, its victories and its military experience was 
inspiring the workers of other countries and aiding in their revolutionary 
struggle. 


Organizational development of the new army began under Lenin's immediate 
direction. It took place under che difficult conditions of the Civil War 
which had begun and the foreign military intervention, and it involved the 
overcoming of serious difficulties demanding exceptionally great effort on 
the part of the party and all the people. During this period Lenin and the 
party had to fight the leftist communists who in essence were a ig 
against creation of a Red Army, even declaring the expediency of the loss 
of Soviet authority allegedly in the interests of the international 
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proletarian fevelution. Viedsmir il'ieh proved that everything possible 
had to Be dom .» preserve aad strengthen Soviet power and ensure ite 

rellabic protection epeciflceiiy for development of this revolution, The 
new oF wae originate’ and Cempered in the flame of Civil War, Soelalicn 
won the firet decisive battic againet the forces of the capitalist world, 


During the years of socialist construction the Beviet Armed Porees also 
were a6 agency of the dictaterehip of the proletariat. They acted ae the 
tool for implementing the proletarian state's domestic policy. They were 
veed a casionally for combating the overthrow exploiting classes, various 
bande of surviving Wilte Guerde and the counterrevelutionary rabble, the 
heetel Rend the Rulake acting on the ely, 


in edeition to the performance of external and internal (up to 4 apecific 
period) fubelions, the Sevlet Armed Forces took part in the soc lopolitica! 
Life of the people and in the resolution of certain cul tural=-indoctr ination 
and ec momic=crestive taske, They contributed in various forme to the 
country's industrialigation, te socialist transformations of agriculture 
ood (oO accompli iohment of the cultural revolution. 


The efforts of the party and government in the international arena were 
aimed at creating 4 evetem of collective security in Burope and at pre- 
vent og war, Sut the imperialiete etill wileashed the war. it was 4 most 
difficult test for the strength of the Soviet state's social system and the 
sight of the Armed Forces. ite outeome was decided both on the battlefield 
and on the labor front=-in the shops of plants and factories, in the 
solkhogese and sovkhoges, in the ines and on the min traneportation lines, 
in this war the Sowlet Araged Porces honorably fulfilled their historical 
purpose by defending the freedom and independence of the first socialist 
homeland in the world and by freeing many nations of Burope and Asia from 
foreign enslavement. 


Our Army and Navy today aleo live ae one life with the people, fulfilling 
an importent role in the overall cause of building socialies and 
cOmmnieon, in addition to their performance of functional duties, their 
social role ts displayed in particuier in the accomplishment of cultural- 
indoctrination taske. in the process of combat and political training the 
Soviet soidier aiso develops a6 a citizen of 4 socialist society. Constant 
attention ise given to his ideologicai=-political, moral and physical indoc- 
trination. And inasmuch as simos: the entire apie population of the coun- 
try passes through the Armed Forces, their importance in the cause of 
cCommmnist indoctrination of the youth is exceptionally great. 


Ae fivee in our Constitution, 4 well-developed socialist society has been 
built im the USSR. The exploiting clesses are long gone and a social- 
political and ideological unity of society has formed. The Soviet state, 
Which cs ae @ State of the dictatorship of the proletariat, has become 
8 etate of the whole people and the political organisation of the whole 
people with the managing role of the working class. 

















This cifev@stanee could fot Reip bul be Fefleeted in the Armed Forees, 
They have Fisen to @ vew level in their eocial=pelitieal development and 
have been transformed [fom af agency of the dietatership of the proletariat 
inte af agency of 4 state of the whole people, USBR Minister of Defense 
Mar 8U D, FP, Ustiney pointe out that “/owr Armed Porees are the Armed 
Forees of 4 state of the whele people./ Their entire makewup reflects the 
humanistic essence of the soclety of well-developed soelaliem and the 
nobility of ite goalie. They act as 4 powerful tool in defense of the 
interests of the whole people and for ensuring the seeurity of the soe ial- 
ist homeland. Seviet soldiers are rallied eclesely about the Leninist 
Communist Pariy end the Soviet government and they are utterly devoted to 
the ideals o communion, They are distinguished by high political aware- 
ness and 4 oe see of feeponsibility for the fate of their Motherland, fiery 
patriotism, and uhseurpassed Hora. = OMbat qualities,”'* 


Our Armed forces today consist of a military organization of all workers, 
ail classes and al) layers of society both in make-up and in the interests 
it refieets, Both the reguler and the variable manpower are united by 
common goale and serve a common noble cause of defending the intereste of 
their Motheriand, which ie building communiem, The USSR Const itut ion 
states that “defense of the socialiet homeland is among the moet important 
functions of the state and is a matter of the whole peopie,”* The con- 
cept of the whole people is 4 factor which elewates the social wnity and 
somolithic nature of our army to an even greater height and leads to its 
further solidarity with the people. This ise 4 new source of might and 
invincibility for the Soviet Armed forces, 


Certain advances have occurred in the historical purpose of our Arey and 
Navy along with changes in their social character and nature and in con- 
nection with them. The requirement for an internal clase function of the 
army has now disappeared in our well-developed socialist society. The CPSU 
Program states that “the Soviet Union requires no army from the standpoint 
of internal conditions.”’’ 


On the other hand, the external funetion of the Soviet Armed Porces has 
expanded and deepened under present-day conditions. This is the result 

of fundamental social-political changes on a global scale. /First of ail,/ 
a world socialist system has formed and grow stronger. in this connection 
the USSR and its Armed Forces are faced with the task, along with all 
countries of the socialist community and their armies, of defending both 
their own interests and those of the entire system a6 4 whole. An impor- 
tant role in accomplishing thie task lies with the Warsaw Pact, the 25th 
Anniversary of which was celebrated in May of this year. This organiza- 
tion is 4 genuine tool of the peace and security of nations. The power of 
member states of thie military-political alliance is the indestructible 


barrier on which 411 aggressive intrigues of world isperialiem have been 
shattered and will be shattered in the future. 
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/Becondly,/ the cosopiel pelley of dmpertallem has failed, The nat ional 
l\ibefetlon oppressed peapies hae taken of @ Rew and Hore 
powerful ecope. The imperielletle cannot feeoneiic themselves with thie in 
any way, tw hie premelection speech Compade L. i, Sreshmev said: “And 
the @ore the feduetion in imperiallem’s capabilities to dominate other 
cowntfies afd fatione, the more fur iousty the ®oet aggressive and short 
slighted representatives react te this.”'°* They attempt by every means 
possible te block an expanelon and deepening of this process, to restrain 
the jibereted but ef i)! underdeveloped countries within the meshes of 
ecohebi: afd polilical dependence, and to retard theif social progress. 
Mee itpertallete undertake @llitery adventures and wileash jocal ware for 
the sexe of this, (hue threatening net only the freedom and independence of 
ifdividual setions, bel the cause of peace throughout the world a8 well. 
Evidence of thie afe resent events in the Near and Middie Bast, in Africa 
and at other hotepote on the globe, 


Tt ie the direct international duty of soelalist states to give support and 
assistance to Ratione struggling for their national liberation and to use 
all @aeures to cut short the export of armed counterrevolut ion, 


Following Lenin's inetruetions and party program guidelines, the Soviet 
Arved forces have been perforeing thie seble sission etrictiy from the very 
beginning of their existence, For example, when the question of socialist 
revolution arose on the agenda in Germany in the fall of 1918, Lenin 
pointed out the need to prepare material and military assistance to the 
German workers. "... The proletariat of Russia is following the events not 
‘ust with attention and enthusiaem. It is rais the question of strain=- 
jaa every nerve /to assist the German workers,.."/** 


Assistance to the DPRK in the war of 1950-1953 against American inmperial- 
iem, to fraternal Hungary in the struggle against counterrevolution in 
19%, to heroic Cuba during the days of the Caribbean crisis of 1962, to 
the Vietnamese people in their selfless struggle ageinet American 
aggressors in 1964-19)3 and, at the present time, to friendly Afghanistan 
has been 4 comerete manifestation of international duty in owt days. 


/Thirdiy,/ an abrupt and comprehensive weakening of capitalism and an 
ageravation of ite general crisis continues in the present phase. in the 
search for @ solution to the situation at hand, a number of capitalist 
states have taken the path of stepping wp militarization and aggression. 


Thue, cloaked in the ayth of the “Sowiet military threat” to divert the 
attention of world sations from their aggressive acts, the United States 
and NATO countries are conducting 4 policy of militarization and an 
unchecked arm: race and they are stepping up material preparations for war 
ageioe. che USSR and countries of the socialist community. The U.S. Armed 
Forces are being built up in conformity with a military doctrine which 
includes the delivery of preventive strikes. This is reflected in the 
following @iliteristic, aggressive acts: a program for creating 4 systes 

















of @issil. comlenes==ihe Mek=-is being implemented, the U.5, Navy's order 
of battle ie being avu@menied with strategic submarines hav the few 
Trident | @iesile, teste are being Completed and cruise missiles with a 
range up te 2600 em are being prepared for inciudon tn the laventory; 
ereation of few rewentry vehicles with @ more powerful nuclear warhead for 
the Minuteman inte continental @lesile is searing completion; and intensive 
development ic underway of ase destruction weapons based on new prince iples 
of action, 


L.8. plane to reate few Redium-range weapon systems int. wed for the per- 
forwamee Of «  rategic @iesions and @oving thea up to the borders of the 
Soviet Vaion and other soelaile: countries are the following rounds in the 
arm face oad the build-up in the aggressiveness of imperialisa. Comrade 
L. 1, Breghney sald in Berlin on 6 Getober 1979 that “implementation of 
these piane would substantially alter the strategic situation on the con- 
tinent. Their goal te to break the equilibrium of forces existing in 
Burope and atteept to provide silitary superiority to the NATO blec.” 


Along with thie there ts an increase im the sige of the NATO bloc’s armed 
forees, 40 improvement in the  ommand and control system, and an acceler- 
ated re-equipping of those armed forces with new and more sophisticated 
means of warfare. Enormous stockpiles of weapons and equipment are being 
set up on the territory of Weet European states, As Comrade 8. WN. 
Ponomarey said in hie report at @ ceremonial session dedicated to the 
110th Anniversary of Lenin's birth, “militerisn is now playing 4 partic- 
ularly ominous role in the United Staces."*"* At the present time there 
are some 2500 American bases on the territory of almost 30 countries. 


America’s military presence in Japan is being constantly str » in 
thie country alone the United States has set up 112 military bases.’ 
Peking’s military preparations aimed against neighboring states are 
encouraged in every possible way. NATO is examining the possibility of 
delivering modern arm: to China, which now has become 4 serious source of 
war danger. 


Macist Peking is playing 4 shameful role in unleashing antisovietism and 
fanning international tensions. An article of an openly provocative 
nature appeared om ii January in the newepaper RENMIN RIBAO. Im it Peking 
advises the United States to begin war with the USSR right now, “before it 
increases ite military potential many times over.”*'* The crafty goals of 
Chinese hegemoniem clearly appear here: To set some nations on others, to 
suppress the national liberation struggle together with imperialist forces, 


and to blackma!l countries defending freedom and independence and dictate 
ite own will on then. 





Attempts are being made under |.5. aegis in the Near East to knock together 
4 Rew aggressive 4iliance with the participation of Ierael, Egypt and 
certain other countries. Formation of a 100,000-strong “rapid deployment 
orps” intended for performing “punitive functions” is in full owing. 














Pakistan has been transformed by Washington and Peking into a base for 
afwed intervention in the internal affaires of Afghanistan, In the Indian 


Ocean tone the United Statee is deploying a permanent fleet regardiess of 
protests of the states in this region, 


Theee are the facets indicating that the forees of imperialiom have assumed 
a counteroffeneive against detente and that military danger from imperiai~- 
jem not only existe, but te growing for the achievements of socialism and 
the cauvee of peace throughout the world, 


Thue the external function of the Soviet Armed Forces under present condi- 
tions has the following directions: armed defense of our Motherland against 
an attack by aggressors, defense of the entire socialist system in coopera- 
tion with other fraternal armies; aid to nations struggling for their free- 
dom and independence; and protection of peace throughout the world. 


Comrade L. I, Breghnev said at the 25th CPSU Congress that "...the party 
hae devoted proper attention /to strengthening the defenses of our country 
and improving the Armed Porces./ We can report to the Congress that we 
have done much in this field. . . and the Soviet people can be oure that 
the fruite of their creative labor are under reliable protection.” 


The ageravation in the present-day situation obligates the USSR and coun- 
tries of the socialist commmity to be particularly vigilant. The 
heightened historical missions facing our Armed Forces, which have entered 
the 63¢ year of their existence, have brought the party and government 
face to face with many new probleme of @ilitary organizational development. 
And there is no doubt that they will be successfully resolved through the 
efforte of the Soviet people and under the management of the CPSU. 


Speaking to the electors, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said that “no one 
frightens the Soviet Union. Our forces and capabilities are enormous. We 
and our allies always will be able to stand up for ourselves and offer a 
rebuff to any hostile attack,”** 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: RESERVE ARTILLERY REGROUP ING 


Moscow VOYENNO-LSTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 60 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 10-16 


\Articie, published under the heading “The Great Patriotic War and the 
Postwar Period,” by Col V. Chermukhin and Lt Col (Res) V. Tarakanov: 
"“Regrouping of Artillery of the Supreme High Command Reserve over Great 


Distances Based on the Experience of Offensive Operations of the Third 
Period of the War") 


Text) The regrouping of artillery and its gassing on main axes at the 
decisive moment also were employed in the past, but during the Great 
Patriotic War they surpassed in scale everything the history of warfare had 
known. Regroupinge of RVGK |Supreme High Command Reserve) artillery 
attained the greatest scope in the third period of the war. A typical 
feature of the regroupings was the fact that they were accomplished in 
short periods of time and over great distances. In the process the units 
and combined unite moved under their own power, were transported by rail- 
road, and sometimes by water transport. The combined method was used most 
often, which consisted of the sovement by own resources and by rail. 


Ae the data presented in Table | attest, regrouping of the RVGK artillery 
in the third period of the war was conducted primarily between fronts and 
from one theater of military operations (TVD) to another. it usually was 
undertaken to concentrate large masses of artillery in armies operating 

on a front's axis of main attack for the purpose of achieving high density 


of guns and mortars and creating a gultiple superiority over eneay 
artillery. 


For example, as 4 result of the regouping of RVOK artillery from the 
Bobruyvek Axis to the Kovel’' Axis in 1944, by the beginning of the Lublin- 
Brest Operation in breakthrough sectors of three armies (47th, 8th Guards 
and 69th) of the ist Belorussian Front, densities of guns and sortars 
reached 250-280 units per kilometer.’ And the regrouping of two break- 
through artillery divisions on the eve of the Jassy-Kishinev Operation 
(Example 4 of Table i) allowed creating an artillery density equal to 
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Table | - Examples of Regrowping »{ RVGK Arty over Great Distances from Experience of 1944-1945 
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almost 300 gune, wortare and rocket artillery combat vehicles per kilome~- 
ter i) breakthrough sectore of individual armies of the 2d and 3d 
Ukrainian fronts, An overal) triple superiority also was achieved over 
enemy artillery, which coneiderably contributed to the fact that front 
troops on a number of axes penetrated the enemy's tactical defensive sone 
on the first day of the offensive,’ 


The experience of the third period of the war indicated that the basis for 
the success of each regrouping of RVOK artillery over great distances was 
the thorough organization and above all the planning of the regrouping, 
selection of the most rational method of movement and capable implementa- 
tion of measures for thorough support to troop actions, 


Pianning of the artillery regouping from the reserve of the liq, SHU from 
ope front or TVD to another was accomplished by the Soviet Army artillery 
staff on the basie of Hq directives and General Staff inatructions. An 
intrafront regrouping usually was accomplished by decision of the front 
CiC and it was planned by the front artillery staff. The artillery 
regrouping plan was the basic planning document. It usually indicated the 
designation of the unite and combined units to be regrouped, the forma- 
tions or combined units in which they were to be included, the initial 
point and time for crossing it, concentration areas and deadlines.’ Much 
attention was devoted to the selection of methods for regrouping. The 
pros and cons of each of them were carefully weighed. 


Practical experience indicated that it was advantageous to regroup com- 
bined unite and units of rocket artillery and antitank artillery of the 
RVGK towed by vehicles over a distance up to 1000 km by their own 
resources (by march), since in this instance there was a considerable 
savine on time. 


Thus in May and June 1944 during preparation of the Belorussian Operation 
five M-i3 guarde mortar regiments and five M-31l-12 battalions were sent by 
their own resources from the reserve of the Hq (Moscow) to the ist, 2d and 
3d Belorussian fronts. These units made a march of 300-700 km, covering 
200-250 km per day (Example 3 of Table 1). In April 1944 the 4th gv. 
iptabr (Guards Antitank Artillery Brigade) made a march of 750 km in three 
night passages, covering 350 km during the first of them. In January 1945 
the 10th gv. iptabr of 37th Army covered 1300 km in five days while 
regrouping as part of the 3d Ukrainian Front. The average day's march was 
around 260 km. 


As a rule, a rc grouping for a distance greater than 1000 km was accom- 
plished by rail transportation. Artillery on tracked traction would be 
moved by rail transportation to a lesser distance as well. 


For example, in June 19.4 the 7th Breakthrough Artillery Division was 
moved a distance up to 2000 km in 8 days from the 2d Ukrainian Front to 
the Leningrad and Karelian fronts. In August of that same year the 7th and 

















Sth guard) breakthrough artillery divisions were moved from the Northwest- 
ern TVD t« the 2d and 3d Ukrainian fronts, which were conducting the 
Jasay-Kishiney Operation. in May-June 1945 two breakthrough artillery 
divisions, seven AAA divisions and 136 separate artillery brigades, regi- 
ments and battalions were moved by rail transportation for a distance of 
more than 10,000-12,000 km (from the Western to the Far Eastern TVD), 


The experience in regrouping of artillery combined unite by rail transpor- 
tation over considerable distances indicated that this method has a number 
of advantages: Engine operation of truck=tractor and combat equipment is 
preserved, tivce is a saving on fuel supplies, the overexertion of person- 
nel is precluded and there (# an opportunity for organizing combat and 
political training classes with them. 


Compilation of the movement table of units and combined unite played an 
important part in planning the march. It usually indicated the route and 
ite length, the initial, intermediate and end pointe and times for 
passing them. 


During a regrouping by rail the commander and staff of the artillery com- 
bined unit would draw up an estimate for the movement (number of trains, 
ears and flatcare in each train and so on) and would draw up a loading 
plan (table). 


Such documents were compiled rather completely by the staff of the 7th and 
6th guards breakthrough artillery divisions in Augusc 1944 and in June 
1945. The divisions’ movement estimates and loading plans indicated: 
numbering of the troop trains, subunits included, entraining stations, 
ranks and names of train commanders, number of conventional cars in 

trains and (separately) the number of cars which were to be sent for 
loading simultaneously, time for moving from forming-up places and time of 
atrival at entraining stations, beginning and end of loading, time for 
dispatch of trains, air defense measures and other data.’ Unit and sub- 
unit commanders simultaneously would be issued operation instructions 
which indicated: time of movement from forming-up places and time of 
arrival at entraining station; time, place and order of loading; composi- 
tion and movement procedures for operations group and 60 on. 


In connection with a change in the situation, it often was necessary to 
make appropriate corrections to plans in short periods of time. This 
required staffs to have cohesiveness, efficiency in their work and a 
creative attitude toward mission accomplishment. For example, according 
to existing norms, 28 trains were required in June 1945 to move the 6th 
Guards Breakthrough Artillery Division from the vicinity of Kandava and 
Tukums (Latvian SSR) to the vicinity of Choybalsan (Mongolian People's 
Republic). But the division was given 21 trains. And it was only thanks 
to the careful estimate made by the staff and use of new methods of con- 
solidated equipment loading that the combined unit managed to move with 
the assigned number of trains. 


As 














Three or four trains usually were supplied for moving an artillery brigade 
at full strength, DOepending on the caliber of artillery systems and the 
character of means of traction, a brigade would receive 1-3 trains in a 
regrouping by the combined method, If work wae arranged precisely, an 
average of 2-3 hours was spent loading one train. Movement speed of the 
trains was 250-400 km per day. 


it Was important to arrange comprehensive support to 4 regrouping, par- 
ticularly reconnaissance, security, camouflage and air defense. 


Reconnaissance of movement routes and assembly areas was accomplished by 
artillery reconnaissance groupe sent out from all unite and combined 
unite. Their chief mission consisted of receiving prompt data about the 
enemy and the condition of routes and ensuring conditions for deployment 
of artillery subunits into combat formation when necessary. 


Security of troope on the march was made the responsibility of advance 
guards, which proceeded ahead of the columns of artillery combined units 
(unite) flank (lateral) detachments; and rear detachments. Composition 
of the advance guards was determined by their mission, the probability of 
ao encounter with the enemy, colum size, time needed for ite deployment, 
terrain conditions and time of day. In all instances they would include 
combat engineers for timely reconstruction of demolished sectors of roads 
or bridges. 


The performance of measures for cover and deception and misleading the 
enemy was of no emall importance in the work of artillery staffs. These 
measures would be covered by the overall system of operational cover and 
deception of the operation being prepared and by regrouping plans. Troops 
usually would move at night to keep the regrouping a secret. Only in the 
deep rear was it authorized to move during the day, and then only in 
cloudy weather. But che final day's passage always was made only during 
hours of darkness. The troops would rest in the forests. Movement was 
limited to a minimum in assembly areas. 


Equipment being moved by rail transportation was camouflaged using 
authorized and improvised means to have the appearance of passenger cars 
and flatcare with supplies. The symbols indicating who the equipment 
belonged to would be removed or replaced. For example, when artillery 
was moved by rail in the Berlin Operation, over 700 guns, more than 500 
guards mortars and some 4000 vehicles and tractors arrived in one of the 
sectors of the ist Belorussian Front camouflaged as flatcars with hay and 
construction materials. * 


To keep secret the preparation and conduct of each of the regroupings, 
their purposes and the troop missions, it was forbidden to discuss these 
mattere over technical means of communication. Only a Limited circle of 
persons knew about the regroupings and they received all guidance 
verbally. 


35 











Air defense would be accomplished by front personne] and weapons as well 
as by the National Air Defense, For example, during preparations for the 
Berlin Operation the most important road junctions and crossings on routes 
and rail lines over which artillery was redeploying in the vicinity of 
Bromberg, Torn, Pognan, Jarocin, Kolo and Kalisz were acreened by AAA 
unite of the 4th and 5th National Air Defense Corps.’ In addition, 
special subunite were assigned in the batteries to fire emall arma against 
low-flying targets. 


The VNOS [Air Surveillance, Warning and Communications] service was 
organized by -ommanderse and staffs at all levels. It was assigned the 
following wissions: prompt detection and identification of aircraft, 
warning air defense unite and subunits; surveillance of the terrain and 
providing information on the appearance of enemy tank, motorized and air- 
borne troops. VNOS etations would be placed out in day (night) rest 
areas, troop concentration areas (under the headquarters) and in the 
troop rear. Observers were appointed in all subunits. Organic and 
attached radios were used to warn trovps in movement. 


In organizing logistical suppert of a regrouping, 411 mobile reserves of 
the combined unit (unit) would be brought up to standard. A march over a 
great distance would require particularly thorough preparation of combat 
equipment, transportation and gear. All vehicies, assemblies, instruments 
and artillery hardware would be inspected caretully, serviced, fueled, and 
given the proper amount of entrenching tools, towing devices, spare parts 
and firefighting gear. 


Units would organize a column trail service for repairing, refueling and 
lubricating vehicles (prime movers) and to give medical assistance to 
personnel and recover unseiviceable equipment. This service would include 
medical personnel. Repair and recovery facilities and vehicles would be 
assigned with truck-tractor gear, fuels and lubricants. 


Purposeful party-political work by political departments of artillery com- 
bined units would contribute to the successful accomplishment of a 
regrouping. For example, as soon as it became known about an upcoming 
regrouping of the 7th Breakthrough Artillery Division to Kishinev, Col N. 
P. Chernyavakiy, chief of the combined unit's political department, drew 
up 4 detailed work plan which covered measures for supporting the march 
to the entraining area, for the period of rail movement and for assembly 
in the new area. In conformity with this document, party and Komsomol 
meetings were held in all division units and subunits with the agenda 

ea tollows: "Party members' missions on the march.” Battery commanders 
held personnel meetings on increasing military discipline and unit 
commanders held conferences with the officers which discussed reinforce ing 
indoctrinational work with the personnel. Platoon agitators familiarized 
soldiers with articles from central newspapers. Party and agitation- 
propagarda work did not cease even dur ing the movement of trains. This 
had a positive effect on the regrouping. 














Lombined whit Cunmit) oeaidete would e#efcise command and control during 
4 Fegfoupihe pereonaliy aad Chreugh etalle, epefations groups and ataff 
fficefe eeat to the eotreining area, detraining area and troop assembly 
‘fea, Mobile Geahe comprieed (he baste of the Commmmlcatione system set 
op) fot Cotmaed and control dufing the fFegfouping, Wire commmlcations was 
use’ ln the provost eefviee eyetem, for command and control at areas of 
rigio apd destination, in Pest areas and at entraining and detraining 
‘tease. Control of troops being @oved by Fail traneport was accomp] ished 
over the evetes of commpications of rail commandante’ offices, 


he « fale, the commandent’s service wae set up using front personnel and 
reemrces, But even the etaff of the artillery combined wait of whit gave 
it @weh attention, Commadent’'s poste would be placed out along routes 
where tfoobe @oved in match columme, at initial pointe and traffic control 
po ste, if ehort halt aad fest areas, at unguarded fail crossings, at 
lare@e bs idgee and in other areae where supervision was exercised over 
iroop passage. Traffic control poste wsually were placed out in areas of 
rouce inter@ect lone, at populated points, on equares and street intersec- 
tiene, and along difficult and narrow sectors of the roads, 


The evcces® of Cegrouping of RVOR artillery ower great distances thus was 
eneured by thorough organieation and planning, comprehensive support, 
effective ese of all #inde of Cransportation for it, speed and concealment 
ia the ovement of ari illery unite and combined whites, their reliable 


scfeening from the air, careful camouflage, and fire and continuous 
comtral 


Surine the postwar period the ganeuver capabilities of artiliery sharply 
ise reaeed, facilitated by successes in the development of combat equipment 
aed of rail, seter and air transport. Commanders and staffe received 
a~mdent experience during the war which they can apply imaginatively in 
planning and conducting the regrouping of artillery over great distances, 
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WARTIME OF RATIONS) BREACHING PREPARED ENEMY DEFENSE 


Moscow VOVENNO=ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 60 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 17-22 


\Aeticle, published under the heading “The Great Patriotic War and the 
Postwar Period,” by Docent, Candidate of Military Sciences Col P. 
Teygankov “Sreaching a Prepared Bnemy Defense”) 


\Text) in early September 1944 subunits of the 128th Guards Rifle Regi- 
ment, operating a6 part of the 44th Guards Rifle Division, 65th Army, 24 
Be loruscian Front, made an assault croseing of the Narev River and 
seive’ a tactically favorable bridgehead on its weet bank. Fierce 
fighting went on there during September and October. Without regard for 
losses, the enemy threw more and gore forces into the fight. The regi- 
ment © guardemen demonstrated unwavering stendfastness and the art of 
repulcing fumerous attacks. They finally ex wusted the enemy and forced 
him to aseume 4 defense, During the first daye of November the 128th 
Guards Rifle Regiment began preparing for offensive fight ing. 


The ist Battalion, 4724 Infantry Regiment, 2524 Infantry Division occu- 
pied a deliberate defense in the zone of the regiment's upcoming attack. 
ite forward edge passed 500 @ southeast of Piskornya Mal@and further to 
the south 800 © west of Teepelin. The enemy tactical defensive area con- 
sisted of two zones organized with 4 system of continuous trenches. A 
continuous minefield was laid in front of the forward edge. 


After receiving the combat mission from the division commander on 

6 January 1945 and clarifying it, the regimental commander immediately 
iseved instructions to the chief of staff on organizing reconnaissance 
and preparing the required data for decisionmaking, and he began est i- 
mating the situation. On / January he performed ground reconnaissance, 
which included the commendere of battalions and of attached and 
supporting subunits. The outline of the forward edge of the enemy's 
defense and the location of his defensive installations were updated and 
the direction of the main attack, alignment of the combat formation, 





*Polieh placenames transliterated from the Russian version throughout 
thie article=--Translator’s Note. 


* 








Limes fo: assuming the attack position and the Most faverabie line for 
commitment of the second echelon were def ined, 


based of results of thie work, Fregimental commander Lt Col |, 1, Kreyeer 
made the following decision! By delivering the main attack in the direc= 
tion of Pshibyly and Morgi, to penetrate the Witlerites’ deliberate 
defense in the sector Piskornye Mala (excluded) and g. dv. | expansion 
unknown) Loseve, to destroy enemy personnel and weapone in the first and 
second positions of hie main defensive gone and take the line Morgi, 
Blendostove (excluded). Subsequently, developing the attack to the west, 
take the live |.5 ke north of (1. lexpansion unknown) Glitee, Zhabichki 
(ene luded), 


The regiments combat formation was aligned in two echelons: In the first 
were the let and 2d rifle battalions; in the second was the M4 Rifle 
Battalion, |495th Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment (less one battery) 
was operating in the firet echelon and providing direct support of the 
infantry. A regimental artillery group was formed from the attached 
artillery (the 1434 Cuards Mortar Regiment and the 467th Artillery Regi- 
ment). The artillery-antitank reserve was a battery of the 1495th Self- 


Propelled Artillery Regiment. A combat engineer platoon made up 4 sobile 
obstacle detachment. 


The subunits received the following combat missions: 


The 2d Rifle Battalion, in coordination with two batteries of 1495th 
Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment, was to attack from a forming-up place 
on the weet edge of the forest, | km southeast of Piskornya Mala, and 
destroy the enemy in 4 strongpoint south of the lone house, and subse- 
quentiy advance in the direction of Morgi; 


The ist Rifle Battalion, in coordination with a battery of the 1495th 
Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment, was to attack from 4 forming-up place 
on the weet edge of the forest (200 a north of Teepelin) and destroy the 
enemy in 4 strongpoint (600 @ east of g. dv. Losevo), and subsequently 
advance in the direction of Blendostovo, Kehichki-Penenzhki. 


The 6 Rifle Battalion (the regiment's second echelon) was to advance 
behind the 2¢ Rifle Battalion in readiness to join battle from a line 
300 # south of Pehibviy. 


in the period of artillery preparation, the artillery was to neutralize 
attillery batteries in the vicinities of g@. dv. Losevo, Meshki, Morgi 
and Blendostovo, enemy personne] and weapons on the forward edge, and 
subsequentiy support the attack of subunits to the depth of accomplish- 
ment of the assigned mission. 


The artillery-antitank reserve was to advance behind the combat format ion 


of 24 Rifle Battalion in readiness to repulse counterattacking enemy 
tanks. 
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The Mobile obelacle detachment was te advanee together with the 
al lit ceryrantiten® reserve and be ready to @ine terrain sectors of anes 
of counterattacks by enemy tanks, * 


The Fegimenta!) commander gave comprehensive consideration to the situa= 
tion at hand in @aking Nie decision for penetrating the deliberate, 
deeply echeloned enemy defense, 


The attack by the regiment's mein body in the direction of Pehibyly and 
More! provided a blow against the left flank of the let Battalion, 4/724 
Infantiy Regiment, where, according to intelligence, the least combat~ 
effect ce company wae defending. This permitted routing the opposing 
enemy if ehort periods of time and penetrating the first position at a4 
high tempo, 


The axes of attack for each battalion, methods for performing the 
aesieved @lesion and actions of combat arms subunite by lines and t ime 
were defined during the organization of coordination. The artillery was 
giver specific targets and sectors of trenches and connecting passages 
for destruction of suppression during artillery preparation. The pro- 
-edure for supporting infantry and SAU [self-propelled artillery), for 
support ine the second echelon's commitment and for resubordination was 
established, Artillery preparation was planned to last | hour 25 

Sinutes (4 |S-minute fire concentration, 60-minute period of destruct ion 
and « |Owminute fire coneentration). During the lS-mirute fire concen- 
(ration the artillery was to suppress personnel and weapons at the first 
position, partteularly in the first enemy trench, since at its completion 
the let and 2d rifle battalions were to attack and seize the first trench. 


Direct Cire gune had the mission of destroying weapons emplacements 
sheltered in earth-and<t imber emplacements and new targets on the forward 
edge of defense, 


Artillery support of the attack by the infantry and SAU was envisaged as 
a double barrage to the line of Morgi, Blendostovo (a depth of 3-4 km) 
and artillery accompaniment by the method of successive fire concentra- 
tion. The mean artillery density in the breakthrough sector was 156 
pieces per kilometer of front. 


The regimental staff (chief of staff Maj A. N. Denisov) developed a 
week's program of preparation for the upcoming offensive. Classes were 
held in a differentiated eeaner vith subunits of the let and 24 echelons. 
For example, on 7 January 1945 personnel in the ist and 24 rifle 
battalions practiced techniques of combating tanks, roving behind a 
barrage and repulsing cownterattecks, while personnel in the 3d Rifle 
Baiiaraos, operating in the second echelon, had practical classes on the 
topic “Night attack on a fortified populated point by a rifle company” 
and performed firing with 411 kinds of omall arms. 
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in preparing for the attack, serious attention was given to engineer 
support of the penetration, The forming-up place was organized with 
continuous trenches, connecting passages and shelters for personnel and 
combat equipment. The requisite number of throw mate made of branches 

of poles Was readied for negotiating the barbed=wire entanglements in 
the enemy defenses. Gun crews had portable footbridges used in taking 
gune and mortars across trenches and connecting passages. It was planned 
tO make passages in enemy minefields figuring one for each rifle platoon, 
Great importance wae attached to training personnel to neutralize enemy 
mines during ‘he penetration, 


Extensive pacty=political work was performed in the regiments during the 
period of preparation for the attack. On the eve of the attack party 
and Komsomo! meetings, rallies and discussione were held under the 
direction of deputy regimental commander for political affairs Maj D. 2. 
Pankov. All this helped create a high offensive enthusiasm, steadfast- 
ness, stubbornness, courage and an unbending will to win in the soldiers. 


Artillery preparation began at 1000 hours. At the end of the firet fire 
concentration the battalion attacked the enemy in coordination with sub- 
unite of the 354th Rifle Division (the neighbor on the right) and 130th 
Guards Rifle Regiment (the neighbor on the left). Hand-to-hand combat 
ensued, 1100 hours the first trench had been completely cleared of 
the enemy.” A further attack by the let and 2d rifle battalions was 
delayed by rifle and machinegun fire from the second trench. Dense fog 
hindered the close support gune and self-propelled artillery mounts in 
determining precisely the locations of enemy weapons emplacements which 
had come alive and combating. thea. 


The regiment renewed the attack at the end of artillery preparation. In 
coordination with the self-propelled artillery mounts and supported by a 
double artillery barrage, the infantry burst into the second trench at 
1130 hours. The enemy offered fierce resistance, but was not able to 
hold his positions. Subunits of the ist Rifle Battalion operated with 
special success in the fight for the second trench. They capably used 
the fire of their artillery and folds of the terrain while closing with 
the enemy. Orienting themselves rapidly in the situation, the soldiers 
found weak places in the enemy defense and took advantage of them to 
deliver decisive damage on the Hitlerites. The rifle squad of Sgt F. V. 
Zolotarev, of the Ist Rifle Platoon, 24 Rifle Company, relentlessly 
followed the barrage of ite artillery and was first to burst into the 
trench. Nine Hitlerites were killed and four captured in a brief clash. 
Sgt Zolotarev was decorated with the Order of Red Star for bold and 
competent actions. 


After taking the second trench, battalions of the first echelon struck 
up the fight for the third trench. The rifle company of Sr Lt A. P. 
Chistov was fighting a fierce battle north of g. dv. Losevo. The enemy 
was not only defending steadfastly, but was even going into counter- 
attacks. 














iy Le D. V. berevyanee'e rifle plateen operated in a tactically competent 
manner in thie fight. lt destroyed up te an enemy squad in a flank 
attack and supported the success of the entire company's attack, Lt 
Derevyanko Rimeelf eet the example for courage and heroism, We was first 
to burst tate the trench, We threw grenades at the Witlerites and 
killed four faseiete in hand=towhand fight ing. 


by 1400 howre the regiment had completely penetrated the first position 
of the Gain defensive sone and was undertaking efforts for a most rapid 
move toward the second position, The fascist German forces were 
defending with the fury of the doomed, The enemy undertook four counter- 
attacks by up to @ platoon to a e in etrength supported by 8-10 
Lanke againet the 2d Rifle Battalion,'* Taetically important lines 
changed hands several times. In such a difficult combat situation the 
regimental commander was capably maneuvering persouwne!l and weapons, He 
urgently shifted the artillery-antitank reserve, mobile obstacle detach- 
ment and additional rifle subunite from sectors not under attack to the 
threatened axis. As a result of these steps all counterattacks were 
beaten of f and fighting began for the second position. 


The regiment's second echelon=--the 34 Rifle Battalion--was committed from 
a line 300 & south of Pehibyly to ensure continuity of the attack. 


Jattalion commander Capt M. A, Nefedov expertly controlled the battle. 
Seeing that the enemy was offering heavy resistance from the front, he 
made the decision to envelop the strongpoint northeast of Byale-Bloto and 
complete the enemy's destruction by a flank attack. Results of the fight 
cont irmed the expediency of this decision. in 4 night battle the 
battalion routed up to an enemy company and took a tactically important 
line.** 


The night attack produced positive results in other axes of the regi- 
ment's attack as well. Sy 0600 hours on 15 January subunits of the 24 
Rifle Battalion had overrun the enemy's second position south of Morgi 
and the lst Rifle Battalion in coordination with the neighbor on the left 
(the 1/130th Guards Rifle Reg iment) beat the Germans out of the strong- 
point north of Blendostovo. ' 


By this time the enemy had moved up a fresh infantry battalion from 
Nasel'sk to the vicinity of Byale-Bloto and Kamenna. The combat actions 
again assumed a fierce character. Without regard for losses, the enemy 
was delivering one counterattack after another. But the regiment's sub- 
unite were ready for them and steadfastly held their lines. The 
soldiers fought courageously aad capably. For example, Sgt T. 5. 
Savehenko accurately cut the enemy down with a heavy machinegun. After 
being wounded he bandaged himself directly at the sachinegun and 
continued to fight." Machinegunner Pvt M. N. Tkachev killed 12 
Hitlerites and prevented the enemy from penetrating to his position. 

St Set K. Suleymanov with his aachinegun team killed 45 fascists.’° 








iy 1500 .oure the 2¢ Rifle Battalion had taken Kamenna and the 3d had 
taken By le=Bloto, At \6!15 hours Che regiment came up to the second 
gone, An attempt to penetrate it from the move failed, The attack was 
renewed on the morning of 16 January after artillery and air preparation, 
Companies of the lat Rifle Battalion swiftly burst into Kehichki- 
Penenehki. The enemy wae literally overrun and his remants retreated 
in disarray toward Nasel'gik, The 2d and 34 rifle battalions beat the 
HWitlerites firat from the firet trench and then from the second trench in 
a brief fight and continued to pursue the retreating enemy. 


Success of t fight for the second sone was determined primarily by the 
suppression { enemy weapons by artillery and aviation during the artil- 
lery and air preparation (aviation finally had begun all-out combat 
operations), by the thorough, purposeful and detailed preparation for the 
attack, and by the capable, decisive actions of the commanders and all 
regimental personne! in performance of the assigned mission, 


The thorough and detailed situation estimate made it possible for the 
regimental commander to make he most expedient decision for combat. 
Proper choice of the axis of main attack, capable alignment of the combat 
formation and definition of missions to the subunite, and their thorough 
preparation for the battle ensured successful accomplishment of the 
tiseions assigned the regiment to penetrate the deliberate defense of the 
Hitlerites. 


The deep alignment of the combat formation made it possible to build up 
efforts promptly during the battie. The commanders operated in a non- 
stereotyped manner and would immediately change methods of fighting as 
the situation changed. During the attack the rifle subunits made exten- 
sive use of maneuver and displayed high steadfastness in repulsing enemy 
counterattacks. 


The masse heroism of regimental personnel played no small part in the 
successful penetration of the strong defensive line. The officers, 

NOO's and privates capably attacked the enemy and fought courageously 

and bravely in single combat against superior forces. The Motherland 
evaluated their services highly, awarding the bravest orders and medals. 
Regimental commander Lt Col I. I. Kreyzer and ist Battalion commander Maj 
A. N. Kurbatov were awarded the Order of Suvorov ist Class for capable 
control of the battle and the personal valor displayed. 


The experience of penetration of a deliberate enemy defense by the 128th 
Guards Rifle Regiment has not lost ite importance even in our times. For 
example, the sudden attack of the forward edge of defense during artil- 
lery preparation, the night battle at the second defensive position, and 
flank attacks in taking populated points provide an example of successful 
surmounting of a deliberate defense with minimum losses in personnel and 
combat equipment. 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: PARTY=POLITLCAL WORK DURING TROOP MOVEMENT 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 23-30 


[Article, published under the heading "The Great Patriotic War and the 
Postwar Period,” by Candidate of Historical Seiences Col Yu Lavrusha 
and Col V. Bobrovekiy: “From the Experience of Party-Political Work 
during Troop Movements over Great Distances"'; passages enclosed in 
slantlines printed in boldface. } 


|Text]) Great spatial scope, high maneuverability and dynamic character 
are typical ‘eatures of modern warfare. During the preparation and 
course of operations the need arises to perform a regrouping of personnel 
and weapons, and sometimes to move them from one theater of military 
operations to another. The demands on troop mobility and their capabil- 
ity to move great distances in limited periods of time have risen in this 
regard. 


VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL already has revealed certain aspects of 
this problem.’ The abundant experience of the Great Patriotic War and 
particularly the unique strategic regrouping performed by the Soviet 
Armed Forces during preparations for the Manchurian Operation represents 
considerable value in this regard. The article by Arm Gen I. Tret 'yak’ 
examined problems of its operational support. 


Party-political work was a component and an important factor in the 
successful accomplishment of the entire complex of measures for troop 
movement, and it had its own features. Above all, it was the circum- 
stance that it was performed after the defeat of fascist Germany. After 
celebrating the victory, the soldiers naturally desired to return to 
their families and to peacetime work as quickly as possible. It was not 
so simple to get them in the mood again for fight ng and persuade them 
that the last center of war had to be eliminated to achieve total peace. 
The purpose of the troop redeployment and upcoming combat missions had 
to be kept a secret. Combined units being sent to the east did not know 
the new enemy, his weak and strong points, equipment and weapons and had 
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no idea of the featuree of 4 theater of military operations so complex 
and diverse in character ae the Par Bastern Theater. Consideration also 
had to be given to the posedbility of the enemy's surprise invasion of 
USSR territory and hie delivery of preventive attacks to disrupt our 
troop movement, This eequired special vigilance and constant combat 
readiness, And finally, young replacements were received by combined 
unite and unite en route and they received additional equipment and 
weapons, Commanders and political workers had to devote much attention 
to studying the newly arrived soldiera and introducing them into forma- 
tion, 


Ail ideological-politieal work facilitated the soldiers’ indoctrination 
in o spirit of love for the Motherland, the party and the people and was 
aimed at ortenting them on the fight againat militariatic Japan, 
explaining the justness of this war on our part, ensuring high vigilance, 
discipline and organisation during troop movement, mobilizing the person- 
nel for a thorough study of the enemy, and displaying constant concern 
for satiafying their everyday needs, 


Party-political work during the troop movement from west to east was 
planned by stages. /In the first stage,/ which began from the moment 
inst rvetions for the regrouping were received and ended with the arrival 
of © aine at the destination, mass political work was aimed at thoroughly 
preparing the soldiers for rail travel, ensuring organization and disci- 
pline in boarding and loading the trains, and maintaining high combat 
readiness of the troops throughout the entire route. Commanders, polit- 
ical entities and political workers used lectures, political classes and 
political briefings to explain the demands of the party, the military 
oath and provisions of regulations about the need for high vigilance and 
iron discipline; to study the personnel's mood; and to mobilize the 
party-Komsomol aktiv for a fight against negligence and indifference. 
Agitators in all subunits held discussions on the topic "V. I. Lenin on 
Discipline and Vigilance.” All orders, directives and instructions were 
made known to the soldiers promptly, including those for taking steps 
aimed at increasing vigilance and reinforcing military discipline and 
order during the troop movement. For example, all categories of service 
personnel were immediately familiarized with the directive of the 39th 
Army military council devoted to these matters. Such forms as service 
conferences, party, Komeomol and Red Army meetings, group and individual 
discussions were used for this purpose. * 


The shift of the center of political indoctrination work to the train 

and passenger car and the increase in the role of the lower-level aktiv 
in ideological-political indoctrination of service personnel determined 
the need for the careful selection, placement and briefing of corre- 
sponding political workers and the party and Komsomol aktiv. Deputy 
trafe commanders for political affairs were selected and prepared 
scrupulously. Party and Komsomol organizations were reinforced. Party 
and Komsomol members were carefully allocated to passenger cars. A party 











organizer and Komaomo! organiser were assigned to each train and an 
agitator, reader, entertainment organizer and operational newssheet 
editor were assigned to each car, The conduct of masa agitation and 
cultural indoctrination work was assigned to these personnel, It also 
took in the soldiers on the flatcars accompanying the equipment, 


It was planned to step up the work in the ayatem of officers’ Marxist- 
Leninist training and political studies with privates and NCO's during 
the period of troop movement by rail, Much importance was attached to 
increasing the theoretical and methods level of group instructors: They 
received organizational and methods inetruction and were provided with 
topical pian» and literature. For example, the 39th Army political 
department issued a directive entitled "On Party-Political Work among 
Army Troops during Rail Movement." Leaflets and instruction booklets 
were drawn up, duplicated and passed out to commanders, political workers 
and the aktiv, setting forth their duties. 


Political classes and discussions were held in the units and subunits 
during troop rail movement on the topic: "Great Historic Victories of 
the Soviet Army, " "The Defeat of Hitler Germany," "Raising Vigilance 
and Strengthening Military Discipline are Very Important Conditions for 
Victory,” "The Soviet Army's Sources of Strength," "Keep Military 
Secrets!", "The Military Oath is a Sacred Law for a Soviet Army Soldier" 
and others. Lectures were given the officers on the military-political 
and international status of the Soviet Union. 


In the work of instilling love for the Motherland in the soldiers, 
political entities and party organizations relied extensively on the help 
of local party and soviet entities and garrison troops. Joint rallies 
and tales by propagandists and agitators about the Life and labor 

exploit of Siberian, Transbaikalites and Far Easterners and familiariza- 
tion with the natural riches of these areas demonstrated the unity of the 
Army and people, raised the soldiers’ morale and strengthened their 
resolve to defend their land against the Japanese militarists.° 


Each day political briefings, discussions, and reading aloud of news- 
papers, ‘ournals and works of fiction were held on all trains. There 
were radio receivers in many cars. The latest news was received regu- 
larly and immediately made known to all personnel. Political schools 
unfolded their work. Army, division and wall newspapers and operational 
newssheets were published. Libraries operaced in cars outfitted as 
mobile clubs and there were table games and musical instruments. Films 


were shown at halts, groups of amateur artists would perform and rallies 
would be held. 


The efforts of party and Komsomol organizations were aimed at ensuring 
that their members set the example in training, that discipline and 
order were maintained and that assistance was given to commanders and 
political workers in the work with soldiers. Party and Komsomol members 

















would explain the demende of (he Manual for troop fall movements and 
fulese of ee@rvVicetet e cofiduct ef Foute, 


Partyepolitical work wae performed continuously on the trains and at 
halite it cowteibuted to the development of the personnel's feeling of 
hietorle feepomelbility for the Motheriand’s fate and for accomp! ishment 
of the upeoming combat @iestone, The best soldiers would subsit 
fequeate for acceptanée inte the franks of the VEP(b) [All-Union 
Lo@melet Party (Belehewik)|), Fer example, during June and July 1,474 
service personnel were accepted inte the party in the 6th Guards Tank 
Arey, 29th Arey and Sid Are, In their fequeste they wrote of their 
‘@adiness to perfor® the sew combat aeeignment with honor, These newly 
“wcepted tnto the WR(b) were handed party cards in a ceremonial atmos- 


phere ef route, 


‘in the secon’ etage/ the troops being moved from west to east proceeded 
to aseembly areae in different ways, Por example, the Sth Army covered 
soe OO em by 4 combination gethod and the 6th Guards Tank Aray by ite 
ow feeources, Unite of mechaniged troops and artillery with mechanical 
traction of the Tranebaikal Front hed te cover from 600 to 1200 ke by 
ihbelr own fesources, Om arriving in the vicinity of the city Choybalsan, 
the 19: aod 5M armies received replacements, were brought up to 
etreneth with combat equipment and weapons and proceeded further with 
their owe resources for a distance of 330-350 ka. 


the @aroh by) combined white of the Tranesbaikal Pront passed over the 
desert=steppe, waterlees region of the eastern and southeastern part of 
the Mongolian People's Republic and through roadiess areas through the 
salt marehes and sandhills. The equipment and the people in particular 
head to be prepared for thie ahead of t ime. 


During thie period party-political work was aimed at revealing to the 
pereomme!l more concretely the aggressive essence of militaristic Japan, 
expoeing the predatory saepirations of Japanese isperialiem and showing 

it ae the oppressor of the national Liberation struggle of peoples of 
fast Asia and Southeast Asia, Much attention was given to propaganda of 
the heroiem of Par Eastern soldiers who had participated in defending the 
homeland and to prepering personne! for making long marches under the 
difficult geographic and climatic conditions. 


The command element, political entities and party organizations performed 
extensive work in the international indoctrination of soldiers and in 
reinforcing Soviet-Mongolian friendship and the combat cooperation of the 
two fraternal armies, Officers and @en were familiarized with the 
history, cvetome and national traditions of the Mongolian, Korean and 
Chinese peoples. They were told of the revolutionary, labor and combat 
ties own and the “Mergolian peoples which had originated in the 
struggle agsinet the counterrevolution and while repulsing the faecist- 
Ger@ar invasion and Japanese aggression. Soviet fighting men passed on 

















their abundant combat experience to theif brothers in arms while the 
Mongolia, "teirike” imparted the art of orlentac‘on on the terrain, 
finding sources of water in the steppe and making long arches if semi-~ 
desert terrain, 


On instructions of superior political entities, all combined units, unite 
and subunite drew up plane of party=political work which took account of 
the features of the troops’ combat missions and which envisaged work with 
various categories of soldiers, 


An analyeie of the content of plane of political entities of the 97th 
Rifle Divieion of Sth Army, the 243d Rifle Division of 534 Army, and the 
Jiet Guarts Mechanized Brigade of 6th Guards Tank Aray indicates that 
their primary focus was on the ideological-political indoctrination of 
soldiers; the selection, training and placement of cadres of political 
workers and the party and Komeomol aktiv; resteration and reinforcement 
of the network of party and Komeomol organizations; assurance of the per- 
sonal example of party and Komeomo] members in accomplishing the tasks of 
increasing combat readiness; passing on combat experience to the young 
replacements; and logistical and medical support to the personnel, 
Special attention was given to realigning the work of party organizations. 
They were reinforced through the acceptance of the best soldiers into the 
VKPib) ranks and by a reallocation of party forces within combined units, 
unite and subunits. Umphasis vas placed on strengthening party influence 
in the squad, team, crew and platoon. Political entities and party 
bureaus attempted to ensure that there was at least one party member in 
each emall military collective. Where possible, party groups would be 
formed in platoons. 


For example, full-fledged primary party organizations were set up in all 
combined units of the 5th Army. On the eve of fighting there were no 
party organizations in only 20 companies.” Primary party organizations 
in the 18th Guards Mechanized Brigade of V Guards Tank Corps had 61-71 
party members, while company party organizations brought together from 7 
to 15 party members and candidate members. This permitted having one or 
two party members in every crew, team and squad.’ 


Much attention was given to troining party organizers. Courses, seminars 
and briefing sessions were helo with them in all political entities. For 
example, classes organized for them in the V Guards Tank Corps examined 
problems of pianning party-po!litical work, and the forms and methods of 
party members’ work on the march and during day halts. Party organizers 
listened to lectures and briefings on the USSR's international status, on 
the military<-political situation in the Par East and about features of 
the theater of military operations. 


On the eve of the march conferences of commanders and political workers 
and party and Komsomol meetings were held in all units. Those in a 
number of subunits had the following agendas: “Party member, be the 

















examie in obeerving arch discipline!” and “Te be in front in everything 
ie your duty, Komeomo! sember,” The growth in party and Komsomol ranks was 
die useed briefings for agitators and operational nhewesheet editors was 
held in all unite, and there were discussions with personnel on discipline 
Jufing Gevement aid of keeping Gilitafy seefets, 


\ part) @eeting in a rifle battalion of the 945th Regiment, 262d Rifle 
‘ivieiom, deveted to the vanguard role of party members on the march, 
dopted a dectee which @ade it mandatory for every party seaber to set the 
sample of diseipltine, te lead his comrades in armas in word and deed, to 
‘id diecusetone ftegulariy and to take steps to eliminate deficiencies 

if OVO Tec 


rhe political divreetorate of the Tranebaikal Front put out 4 mass printing 
of the jnetruetion booklets: "Por the Vehicle Driver,” “Summer Operation of 
fanke and SAU [self-propelled artillery) in Mongolia,” “Learn to Siake 
Thire: Correctly,” “Be Vigilant=-the Enemy is Crafty” and others. Polit- 
i al entities and the party and Komsomol organizations took every etep to 
make their contents known to the soldiers, 


The Army oress plaved an important role in the troops’ ideological- 
political indeetrination and their mobiligation for successful accomplish- 
wnt of assigned @issions, Despite limitations caused by the secrecy of 
the ove, Sewepapere regularly included articles which helped develop in 
the soldiers « epirit of boundless love for the Motherland and hatred for 
imperialiem, which explained the demands of the military oath and reguia- 
tions, which propagandized the experience of fighting the Hitlerites and 
the organization of party-political work under field conditions, which 
oflered a roetrum for experienced soldiers who were experts in their 
work, which printed advice on how best to operate equipment under difficult 
Hditions, and #0 Om, 


Consideration wae given in working with personne! of tank and mechanized 
troops to the fact that the important thing for them was the quality of 
operating combat vehicles, observance of established instructions and 
manuals on caring for it, and thorough preparation of the equipment of 
tanke and self-propelled mounts for making long marches. In this regard 
the political entities and party organizations stepped up the work with 
wechanice, crews and technical personnel to improve maintenance, upkeep 
and care of armored equipment under the especial climatic and natural condi- 
tions of Mongolia and the Far iast. 


joint conferences of political workers and workers of the technical service 
vere beld under the political departments of combined units. Party and 
Komeomol seetings were conducted in the regiments devoted to the quest for 
reserves tor ensuring high readiness of vehicles and deepening the person- 
nels technical knowledge, and there were conferences held with driver- 
mechanics on rules for operating armored equipment and increasing distance 
traveled by vehicles in the semidesert terrain. 








Ai important place in party=politieal work was held by questions of 
logistical and medical support to Creeps on the march, Political entities 
concerned themee!lves with seeing that the personnel of rear services and 
efeineer unite would promptly deliver fuel, ammunition, water and provi- 
sione afd organize the water supply service, Party=political workers held 
discussions on the peed to observe water discipline strictly and steps to 
preserve strength on the march and on how to prevent heat stroke, They 
called upon the party sod Komeomo!| members to set the example in accom- 
Plishing logistical support @iseions., 


Meetings were id in 53d Arey with the agenda "Missions of Supply Offi- 
cers for Logie .ical Support and Everyday Services to Personnel on the 
March,” 


me of the chief direetione of party-politieal work was the development of 
4 burning hatred for the Japanese imperialists, Commanders, political 
workers and agitators explained the reasons for denouncing the Soviet- 
japanese neutrality treaty, exposed the aggressive foreign policy of 
silitarietic Japan and familiarized personnel with the organization, 
weapons and tactics of the Japanese Army and with the natural and climatic 
features of the Par Eastern Theater of Military Operations. Much work was 
performed with young replacements, who comprised from 50 to 80 percent of 
unit personnel among troops of 39th Acmy, for example. They had to be 
trained to accomplish difficult sissions while making the march. On the 
instruction of Maj Gen &. A. dykov, chief of political directorate of 
Transbaikal Front, teams were set up among the troops to pass on combat 
experience to soldiers who had not participated in fighting. '’ 


Conferences, briefings and discussions were held separately with drivers, 
combat engineers and personnel of the commandant's service. For example, 
sarty-political work was conducted with drivers prior to trips, at loading 
and technical assistance points, along the route during halts, while 
uMloading, when vehicles were being refueled and at water supply locations. 


Under the conditions of Mongolia it was difficult to provide for messing of 
the troops making the march. The military council and political director- 
ate of Tranebaikal Front arranged the immediate delivery of food supplies 
to them. Groupe of political workers were sent to gajor stations and 

supply bases to assist the rear services personnel. A transport aviation 
unit took part in delivery of foodstuffs. 





Extensive political work aleo was conducted with the personne! of units 
and subunits assigned to march eecurity, to the covering force and to 
movement support detachments and the traffic control service. Experienced 
eolitical workers were sent there. Subunits were reinforced with party 
members and experienced ‘ighting men. 


The presence of party sembers in small collectives and their influence on 
« l\dters by word and personal example contributed to their successful 











acc om@pi lelment f the combat @Qiesion, Political workers, party atid 
Komeomol embers in the tank and mechanised troops performed work along 
with the commanders and @ilitary specialiste among driver-mechanics and in 
the techoical maintenance echelon groups, Party members of tank and seif- 
propelled artillery crews of 6th Guarde Tank Army, under the commanders’ 
direction, would arrange classes with young driver-mechanics during the 
march and give the crews assistance in servicing equipment at haite,’’ 


Agitatore played ap important part during the troop regrouping, The Trane- 
balkal Front political directorate noted that thousands of them set remark- 
able examples of a tavorable influence on the soldiers during the march. 


formation of mare) columms wae done according to the principie of the 

T O/6F etructure. The party-political apparatus of unite would proceed 
slong with the personnel, Ae a rule, the political department chief would 
be if the lead unit and his deputy and one of two workers, who would 
process ond analyze information coming from the troops, would be in the 
last woit, Printing plants and newspaper editorial offices would move 
song with the first echelon. 


To brine their influence to bear on the combined units and unite stretched 
out along the routes, the front political directorate and political 
departments of armies, corpe and divisions would set up operations groups 

r inciude political workers in groups consisting of staff officers and 
otf teers of combat arms and services, Representatives of the political 
entities would receive assignments to act on their own in march colume and 
give assistance to political workers on the spot in organizing and con- 
luctine patty-polittieal work. In maintaining communications with their own 
entity, they would brief it on how the march was going and would receive 
new inatructione, 


This allocation of political workers allowed exercising supervision over 
the state of affairs in the subunits and carrying on coordination with 
local party and soviet entities, the railroad administration, chiefs of 
agitation points and military transportation entities on mattere of polit- 
ical work, logistics and everyday supp) ies. 


The 53d Aray political department, for example, set up sobile agitation 
tente to work with personne) at water supply points, outfitting them with 
hoarés of visual agitation, eloquentiy worded slogans and posters on 
political and military subjects. The tents had radio receivers and the 
latest newspapers. Specially aseigned political workers would chat with 
the soidiers on current topice and take vigorous part in organizing 
political indoctrination work. * 


the sarch and at day halts political workers and party 
organizers would regularly summarize march results with party members. 
Conferences were held in the subunits with officers and the aktiv and dis- 
cvueesions were held with the soldiers. for example, Maj Krotov, party 











organizer «f the 56th Rifle Kegiment from 39th Aray, would regularly 
assemble suounit partly ofganieefe and party bureau members at halts on the 
mareh and at day halts and go over with them what had been done. This 
allowed the party bureau to have a good knowledge of the state of affairs in 
all subuhits, to identify ehortcomings quickly and take sufficient steps to 
eliminate them, For example, it was established during the march that the 
main body of agitators among troops of th Arey had been chosen from young 
fighting men who still had not been tempered, They became so tired during 
the passages that they could sot perform the assigned work and were not the 
exampie for others The selection of agitators only according to the signs 
of competence 4 party apirit aed without consideration for their combat 
experience an training proved to be formalistic,’* New ones had to be 
assigned iv thelr places, io summarizing resulte subunit commanders would 
note the best people, commend thes and aseign missions for the following 
stage in the march, Editors would put out operational newssheets devoted 
to the outstanding soldiere cod covering foremost experience, 


individua! and grovp discussions, politieal information sessions, the 
reading aloud of fewspapers, front lineamen’s tales about combat experience, 
hed Aray men's meetings, rallies and the retranemission of radio broadcasts 
were the moet widespread forms of work with personnel on the march, The 
most effective of them was the ocersonal example, mutual assistance and 
frieadiv advice of activists to young soldiers. 


Thus, well organized party-poiitical work was one of the most important 
masurese in supporting the troop regrouping and their timely coneentration 
and deployment in the Manchurian Operation. The new missions accomplished 
by the troops prompted 4 search for appropriate forms of influence on per- 
aconne i. 


Present-day exercises indicate that troop mobility has risen as a result 

of ecientifie-tectmical progress. In forecasting the character of possible 
wars, one can assert with full confidence that during regroupings the 
soldiers will encounter previous\y unknown g@oral, physical and psycho- 
logical ordeals. And so the role of party=-political work grows immeasur- 
ably in accomplishing tasks of moral-political and paychological prepara- 
tion of personnel. The problem of management of party-political work 
during troop movements over great distances is very important in this 
regard. Great Patriotic War experience, particularly the assignment of 
representatives of political entities to trains and columns, making polit- 
ical workers a part of staf! operations groupe and their close coordination 
with VOSO [military transportation) entities, is finding extensive use in 
conducting ma‘or exercises. Well organized work of agitation tents, agita- 
tion teame and sobile clubs is of great importance in agitat ion-propaganda 
work with personnel en route and at rest areas, 


The mastery and dissemination of accumulated experiénce and the quest for 
ew forms of ideological-political and indoctrination work with troop per- 


ect el are an urgent task for today. The fact is, as stated by Comrade L. 
i. Brezhnev in speaking to silitary academy graduates, “under conditions 











vhefe our Ar@y ie oullilted with weapone of the highest degree of sophisti 
ation, where t! ese W thelr employment depends on the capable, 
rdinated and preciee aetions of tens, hundreds and often even thousands 
people, supreme eff letency and emecution acquire especially areat impor= 
i ai hefeforfe, in addition ti atrengthening one-man command, it is 
gcea y \qprove partyepolitical work in every way possible to ensure 
that monolithic selidarity ef Arey and Navy personne! is even stronger 
1J op ofganieation and combat feadiness is even higher.”” 
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BOUND PORCES: IMPROVING BATTLEFIELD RECONNAISSANCE 


Moscow VOYOENNO-LSTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Ruesian No 6, Jun 80 » ened to 
reese 20 Maw 80 pp Ji- 


Article, published under the heading “The Great Patriotic War end the 
Postwar Portod,” by Commander of the Red Banner Transcaucasus Military 
jjetrit Col Gen 0, Kulishew: “Ieproving Methods of Conducting Troop 
heconmmaissance in the Postwar period.”| 


| Text ‘he broad introduction of new weapons and equipment inte troop unites 
hoe led to tundemental changes in the forms and methods of warfare. it has 

_ we Sore dynamic ond fast-moving and there has been an increase in the 
spatial ecope, depth of missions and rates of advance. All this consider- 
ab.y broadened the functions and tnereased the role of reconnaissance in 
support ing Croop combat operations. The prompt beginning of combat opera- 
tions, Cheir organization and consequently the successful accomplishment of 
sisetgned goale depend largely on how effectively it is performed. 


“Methbode of performing reconnaissance and the miesions it accomplishes always 
were linked closely with the development of military art. The abundant 
experience of the Great Patriotic War attests convincingly to this. Its 
study largely contributes to a gore productive accomplishment of reconnais- 
sance Sissione and to the development of the theory and practice of per- 
forming reconnaissance in combat. 


Thies article examines only troop reconnaissance, which is a kind of tactical 
recommaiseance. It is performed in the interests of units and combined units 
of the ground forces by organic reconnaissance, motorized rifle, tank and 
airborne subunite. The primary method for performing troop reconnaissance 
are surveillance, the search, the raid, the ambush and reconnaissance in 
force. The missions of troop reconnaissance are performed by observers, 
observation posts, patrol vehicles (patrols), combat reconnaissance patrols 
and subunits (groups) assigned to conduct searches,raids, reconnaissance in 
force anu co set ap ambushes, ond by detachments and reconnaissance groups 
for operations in the enemy rear. 








The incfease in combat capabilities of troop reconnaissance and its improve- 
ment now af. becoming one of the important conditions for a further increase 
in combat readiness of the troops and for ensuring their effective employ- 
ment, Reconnaissance uncovers the enemy's plans, warne of the possibility 
of hie delivering a nuclear strike and thus helps reduce the results of the 
latter. It provides an opportunity for the commander and staff to estimate 
the situation correctly and make a proper decision, 


The character of Sissions performed by troop reconnaissance is constantly 
expanding and be: oming @ore complex. The methods by which it is conducted 
are developing «a the same time, Higher demands which must be understood 
and etrictly c xvsidered are placed on reconnaierance in each subsequent 
phase in the development of military affairs. « comparison with the Great 
Patriotic War period, the continuity, activeness, purposefulness and t imeli- 
ness of reconnaissance as well as the validity of reconnaissance data and 
the accuracy of determining the coordinates of reconnoitered objects 
(targets) have ecquired a qualitatively new content, 


Life demands 4 constant quest for the most effective methods for performing 
troop recommaissance and for improving them steadily. They have been per- 
fected in the postwar years in conformity with the development of equipment 
and weapons. While during the firet period (1945-1953) the 

reconnaissance subunits were basically equipped with motorcycles and small 
arms, in the second period (from 1954 on) they received amphibious 

tanks, APC's (BRDM's (combat reconnaissance vehicles)) and more sophisti- 
cated radio gear, which in turn introduced revisions to the methods of per- 
forming reconnaissance. For example, in the first period we basically 
employed the ambush for collecting reconnaissance data when performing 
reconnaissance in the depth of “enemy” defenses, and in the second period we 
began to make wide use of the raid. This became possible thanks to the fact 
that the equipment and weapons of reconnaissance subunits had improved con- 
siderabivy. 


The i@provement in troop reconnaissance in the postwar period primarily 
touched on matters of ite planning, which was of primary importance in the 
precise and prompt fulfiliment of ail missions facing it. Abundant experi- 
ence had been gained in planning reconnaissance during the Great Patriotic 
War, which to a certain extent can be used successfully even under present- 
day conditions. For example, during the war reconnaissance was planned 
rather precisely and concretely for the periods of preparation and conduct 
of combat actions, especially for the time of performance of the immediate 
mission. The plan reflected the overall goal, missions and objectives of 
reconnaissance by stages of battle, personnel and materiel (performers) and 
deadlines for accomplishment. 


We attempt to make imaginative use of this experience in our practical 
activities. Exercises conducted in our district with reconnaissance sub- 
unite have shown that where extensive attention was given to the planning 
of reconnaissance, the “enemy” objects always were revealed in a timely 
manner and the subunits performed the missions successfully. 











Under present-day conditions, when reconnaissance personnel and materiel 
have become more diversified, the need has arisen for defining the concept 
of ite conduct, Lt gust eteictly conform to the objective of the combat and 
the commander's decision and reflect the most expedient allocation of per- 
sonne! and materie! by tasks and objectives, optimum methods for performing 
reconmalssance, and the sequence and deadlines for performing missions. 


A commaiesance planning underwent a qualitative change in the second post- 
war period, It became uniform for combat employing any means of destruction 
and was accomplished for the periods of preparation and conduct of combat 
actions by tasks and axes, with a detailed clarification of reconnaissance 
wasures when there were sharp changes in the situation, The torm and con- 
tent of reconnaissance planning are well known. The experience of exercises 
conducted in our dietrict in different years demonstrated the expediency of 
working out @ graphic document clearly reflecting the procedures for recon- 
nalseance aud final reconnaissance of enemy targets to be destroyed by 
ouclear weapons in case he shifted to their use. But this document requires 
continuous updating of the location of targets to be hit (destroyed) as well 
as op updating on the disabling of our reconnaissance entities. Such plan- 
ning for reconnaissance of enemy targets will be sufficiently flexible and 
will permit a continuous updating of target coordinates and of the personne] 
and materie| used for their identification, and it will clearly reflect the 
resuite obtained. 


During the Great Patriotic War a calendar plan was drawn up on the primary 
measures for organizing reconnaissance. In the postwar period, when their 
scope and complexity considerably increased and the timeliness for carrying 
them out were greatly reduced, particularly in the second period, there was 
an even greater need for such a document. It can be drawn up textually or 
in the form of a network schedule. It specifies the measures envisaged by 
the staff work plans and additionally reflects practical matters of organ- 
izing reconnaissance. The plan usually is drawn up for the upcoming days of 
battle. . 


The depth to which reconnaissance is conducted and the scope of its missions 
are increasing considerably under present-day conditions. In the past, when 
artillery was the primary means for fire destruction for the warring sides 
and its effective range did not exceed 10-15 km, division reconnaissance was 
performed up to a depth of 15 km. At the present time the commanders of 
combined units and units have means of destruction with a considerably 
greater range than the artillery of the Great Patriotic War period. There- 
fore the reconnaissance efforts now also must be directed toward identifying 
important enemy targets throughout his tactical and immediate operational 
aepth of defenses in the zone of an upcoming offensive. Maximum effect ive- 
ness in uncovering targets must be achieved. 


Great Patriotic War experience indicates that successful penetration of 
enemy defenses was achieved only when reconnaissance had uncovered almost 
te entire system of his fire in the first position and up to half of the 








targets in the second and third positions. This must be constantly taken 
inte account under present-day conditions as well. In the exercises we con- 
duct we give troops success in penetrating a deliberate "enemy" defense only 
if the trainees’ reconnaissance has uncovered the requisite number of his 
targets with the necessary validity, 


The effectiveness of reconnaissance depends largely on the T/O&E structure 
of reconnaissance subunits. During the past war it fully supported the per- 
formance of reconnaissance missions. In the first and especially in the 
second postwar »-riods there was a constant process of its improvement. At 
the present ti. , in comparison with the first postwar period, we are 
spending considerably less time performing the assigned missions. The accu- 
racy and validity of reconnaissance data also have increased. While the 
range to target was determined with the help of binoculars when performing 
observation in the first postwar years, more sophisticated means are used 
under present-day conditions. Communications and electronic intelligence 
has seen great Covelopment and its effectiveness has increased. Reconnais- 
sance uncovers an overwhelming number of "enemy" objects and targets in 
tactical exercises. 


Success in performing modern reconnaissance depends wholly on the degree of 
the scouts’ training, knowledge, proficiency, moral-psychological condi- 
tioning, endurance, resourcefulness, boldness and speed in orientation. And 
so in training them in the art of accomplishing difficult missions we must 
devote attention to instilling these very qualities. Psychological training 
includes the development of the scouts’ feeling of internal readiness to 
perform assignments before the beginning of combat actions and elimination 
of negative psychological reactions on encountering danger. It is espe- 
cially important to observe this in daily training. A near-combat situation 
must be created in all activities. 


Special emotional-volitional exercises have seen development of late. Their 
essence consists of creating a training situation which generates in the 
scouts an inner tension, fears, worries, vacillations and fright, but at 
the same time forces them to get hold of themselves and achieve the required 
results, We train scouts in special problems and exercises by introducing 
elements of justified risk into the training process; for example, how to 
cross burning obstacles, drive tanks and IFV's [infantry fighting vehicles] 
over soldiers in trenches, grabbing vehicles on the move, jumping from walls 
into the water, the ascent of vertical ropes and walls and walking on ropes. 
We persistently train them in actions under conditions of inaccessible moun- 
tain terrain where it is very difficult to orient oneself. Scouts often 
observe an enemy target but sometimes cannot determine coordinates with 
sufficient accuracy. Therefore we attempt to have them know military 
topography by heart, as they say, and be capable of reading a map, deter- 
mining target coordinates and moving along a bearing day or night. 


Great Patriotic War experience indicates that agearch was one of the most 
wicespread methods of reconnaissance used for the purpose of capturing 











prisoners, documents and models of weapons, combat equipment and gear, 
According to accounte of the reconnalssance activities of combined units and 
unites of five fronts for the period 1943 and 1944, 10,630 various reconnais- 
sance activities were conducted to capture enemy prisoners and documents, 
and including 6,171 searchea,which is 60 percent of the total number, ' 


The most favorable conditions for conducting a search form when troops are 
preparing for an offensive from a position of immediate contact with the 
‘onemy." In this instance reconnaissance entities may be given more t ime 
for preparation, which gives them an opportunity to study the "enemy" and 
terrain in the vicinity of the upcoming se» h in more detail. In addition, 
i) comparison with the Great Patriotic Wa’ » riod, we have an opportunity to 
study the terrain more thoroughly with th» «slp of helicopters, to perform 
surveillance of the search target both d ad night with the help of night 
vision instruments, to prepare personnel . materiel better for performance 
of the missions, and to provide more reliavle support to actions of the sub- 
unit or group performing the search. 


in the first war years searches usually were made at night. Subsequently, 
in connection with the enemy's shift to a static trench defense with the 
forward edge screened solidly by engineer obstacles and with the enemy's 
heightened vigilance, the conduct of searches at night became more complex. 
Beginning in 1943 all fronts began to make it an extensive practice, along 
with night searches, to perform daytime searches, which fully justified 
themselves. They most often were held one or two hours after dawn in bad 
weather. The expediency of daytime searches was determined above all by the 
fact that with the onset of daylight the enemy's vigilance dropped. 


During an offensive in the past war, when the enemy front was not solid, 
combined units and units would perform reconnaissance using the resources of 
reconnaissance groups. If there were slight intervals between the Hitlerite 
strongpoints, experienced scouts would infiltrate unnoticed there and 
successfully perform the missions assigned them. Great Patriotic War 
experience also can be of great benefit at the present time, since, as in 
the past, troop scouts will be able to make their way to the immediate 

enemy rear to perform missions of uncovering his most important targets and 
reporting this to their commander. 


The practice of troop exercises shows that “enemy” soldiers are more care- 
less in the rear than on the forward edge. A lone officer or enlisted man 
can be captured there more often. 


The reconnaissance groups may encounter the most unexpected situations in 
performing missions. For example, in one tactical exercise held in our 
district in 1977, a reconnaissance group received the mission of recon- 
noitecia, on “enemy” grouping. A dense fog descended as soon as it began 
operating. It was very difficult to orient oneself and move to the assigned 
areas. Then, on the commander's decision, the chief of intelligence sent 
two more reconnaissance groups additionally into the "enemy" rear, deployed 


— — — — 
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imonyan et al, "Takticheskaya razvedka" [Tactical Reconnaissance], 
Vovenizdat, 1968, p 75. 








all radiotec mical and radar facilities and established close coordination 
with artillery and air reconnaissance, The latter helped the scouts select 
the movement route correctly, proceed to the reconnaissance targets secretly 
and avoid “enemy” ambushes, The mission was performed, It must be stated 
that use of helicopters permitted a considerable increase in the tempos of 
reconnaissance and an expansion in its frontage. 


Observation was the moet widespread method for performing reconnaissance in 
the past war. It was set up in all kinds of combat actions at any time of 
day or year and was carried on by commanders personally, by staff officers 
and by special’. assigned observers in the subunits from observation and 
command-observa.ion points, as well as by observation posts provided with 
optical instruments and means of communication. Observation was used to 
accomplish the most diverse reconnaissance missions, Here is an example. 
In the summer of 1944 the 77lst Rifle Regiment was preparing to attack the 
enemy, who had dug in on an intermediate line. The chief of intelligence 
set up observation over enemy actions. In the first half of the day the 
fascists conducted sporadic rifle and machinegun fire. Then it stepped up. 
The Germans considerabiy lLivened up on the forward edge of defense. Small 
groups of soldiers began to move up from the second trench to the first one. 
Lone tanks appeared in several places. Moreover, a German soldier who 
deserted in the regiment's sector stated that a battalion had been ordered 
to move into an attack at night. On receiving this information, the chief 
of intelligence concluded that the enemy was preparing for a counterattack 
which was to be expected at night or at dawn. He reported his thoughts to 
the regimental commander, who ordered stepped-up surveillance of the enemy. 


Several hours later reconnaissance data came to the intelligence officer 
from the battalion and from the regimental observation posts. It appeared 
from this that the movement to the rear of over 20 trucks, of which some 
half had trailers, had been noted along the road behind Hill 132.1 during 
the period from 1600 hours to 1725 hours. There were personnel in the cabs 
of many of the vehicles. Observers also reported that an enemy artillery 
battery had abandoned firing positions to the right of Hill 132.1 and 
departed to the west. 


The regimental intelligence officer carefully analyzed this information and 
concluded that the enemy was withdrawing from the line he held to the rear 
and that the increase in his activeness was nothing more than misinformation. 
This was confirmed subsequently. The regiment shifted into the attack on 
time and routed the fascists who had withdrawn hastily and taken up defenses 
in the depth. ° 


This example attests to the fact that in organizing observation serious 
attention must be given not only to the enemy's forward edge of defense, but 
to its depths as well. 
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2. R. G. Simonyan et al, “Razvedka v boyevykh primerakh" [Reconnaissance in 
Combat Examples], Voyenizdat, 1972, pp 47-48. 








‘ aoa Waiseahce } sefVatlon wae Wideiy deve! ped in tite 


aid eepecia ly to the second postwar period, Above 4\i, there wae af 
ear the depth of eurvelllanee and in the accuracy with which target 
fiivates wefe deterained hie became possibie with the feceipt of few 
iu ij ‘id weapefie by Fe. ohpalesahice subufilis 
e hee + ered ani a few @ethode of performing tfoop reconfheals= 
thie dues fel, -outee, Gean that we afe devoting attention 
eif improvement during combat training. Thies is far from the 
. wanders persistently train theif subordinates in the abliity to 
sd ewilt falide om “ehewy” tafe@ete, ofganhi#ze af ambush secretiy 


‘ ro. HNiAL Sean e if tce, They et? ive Li eneute that the 
ate @ fe skilled, improved and productive in each subse- 


of sfiows teelmical factlities (radio, radiotechnical, 
(fuente and eo on) is of enormous important in performing 


bee They permit the timely and reliable detection both of 
faete and of communications, radar and radio navigation system 
nd yasle the identifleation of 4 troop grouping and the character 


wry « tione, t.e., accomplishment of the primary reconnaissance 


t requires furt he iaprovement. it is desirable to yerform the 
. reasing the effectiveness of technical reconnaissance facilities 
. | japrovement in operating principles of reconnaissance gear, the 
f real-time data and an inerease in the accuracy of determining 
nat e 
rastim wae tained and ise being obtained through the person- 
od facilities of other kinds of reconnaissance (artillery, engineer, 
radia and chemical, aerial and 6o on) in addition to troop reconnais- 
th in the war veare and under present-day conditions. The mission 
ve chief of intelligence of 4 regiment or division will consist of the 
g and generalizing the data received from various sources and 
“pt report to © commander. 
nde TL day conditions, so matter how talented 4 commander may be, not 
' them can Gake 4 proper decision for combat or for destruction of 
e. i efhemy targets if he does t have reliable information about then. 
why (tm maanders ond staff officers of combined unite and units 
jstancti and thorough.» study and saster the contemporary methods of 
ga ing ft jissance=-this @ost important kind of troop combat support-- 
ne tent vv improve a\ able techniques and seek new ones for 
‘ ag of eseing fr nmpaiseance Gata with the extremely <« omp lete 
af , use Of 414 tectmicai facilities. 
Matiy ars exper is in conducting our exercises indicates that the 


ii reconnaissance gissions in any situation depends in 
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the fifal @& Count OM Peopre whe have good theoretical and practical train 
ing and hiah moralepolitical qualities, who are utterly devoted to their 
Motherland and whe burn with desire to perform their noble military duty. 
The efforts of commanders, political workers, and party and Komsomol organi- 
gations @ust be directed toward developing euch people. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Voyennowistoricheskiy ehurnal”, 1980 








NAVAL PORCES: WARTIME ACCOMPLISHMENTS REVIEWED 


sow VOYENNO« LSTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 37-43 


Wiicle, published under the heading "The Victory Parade," by Le Gen N. 
lobkhov and Decent, Candidate of Military Sciences Col (Ret) P. Rak: “The 
‘| March of the Conquering Warriors"; passages enclosed in slant lines 
printed in boldface, ] 


Lxcerpts The composite regiment of the Navy (commander of composite regi- 
ment: Viee Adm V. G. Padeyev), formed from representatives of all arms of 
the Northern, Baltic and Black Sea fleets and the Dnepr and Danube flotillas, 
spprosches the Tomb, 


hy the beginning of the Great Patriotic War the Navy had become a powerful 
Jeteader of the maritime borders of the Land of Soviets thanks to the con- 
‘aot coneern of the Communist Party and Soviet government. It inc luded 
some |,000 ships of various types. Throughout the war Soviet navymen con- 
ducted decisive and vigorous combat actions to destroy enemy ships and 
traneport. They reliably defended military and national economic sea, lake 
and river shipping and assisted maritime groupings of the Soviet Army in 
lefensive and offensive operations. 


The /Northern Fleet/ began its history with the Northern Naval Flotilla, 
reorgan.ieed into the SF [Northern Fleet] by order of the peopie's commissar 
of defense dated 11 May 1937. During the Finland-Soviet armed conflict it 
successfully accomplished a number of important missions in support of com- 
bat operations by the ground forces. 


During the Great Patriotic War the Northern Fleet (commanded by Adm A. G. 
‘vko) played a prominent role in repulsing an attack by fascist German 
‘orces on Murmansk and defending the coast of the Barents Sea, as well as 
in provicang external lines of communication for the USSR's northern ports 
with ports of the allies (Great Britain and the United States). Northern 
eet ships put to sea 838 times to defend allied convoys. The Northern 
eet navymen provided escort for some 4,000 vessels in external and internal 








oon ye, e@i 8 OVer cOU nd aualliary vessels and more than 600 
trafieports with a total lonmage exceeding one million tone), and destroyed 
som 1,100 enemy aireralt during the war, 


The /Baitic Pleet/ played an important part in the Oetober Armed Uprising. 
Together with Ked Guard workers and soldiers of the Petrograd Garrison, the 
navymer were ite decialive attack foree, More than 10,000 armed seamen and 
i1 ships took part in overthrowing the Provisional Government, Baltic Fleet 
navymen also took af active part in the Civil War. They made up the combat 
hucleus of fava orces of the Republic of Soviets in maritime theaters as 
well as of rive: and lake fleotillas. Ships, coastal artillery, aviation and 
detachments of aavymen in coordination with the ground forces made a signif- 
icant contr ou. ten to Petrograd’s defense in 1919, Up to 20,000 Baltic 
Fleet savymen fought at fronte of the Civil War. 


in the Finland=Seviet Armed Conflict the Baltte Fleet conducted blockade 
operations in the Gulf of Bethania and Gulf of Finland, struck blows against 
enemy bases and the fleets and supported forces of the Leningrad Front in 
breaking through the Mannerheim Line and attacking Vyborg. By the beginning 
‘f{ the Creat Patriotic War it was one of the strongest operational forma- 
tions in the USSR Navy. In 1941 the Fleet (commanded by Vice Adm V. F. 
fributs) was operating on several scattered axes. The Chudskoye, Ladoga and 
Omega ftlotillas and the Il'men’ Detachment of Ships were activated from its 
resources. The Baltic Fieet occupied major fascist forces for a lengt hy 
time by a stubborn defense of ite main base of Tallin, islands of the 
Moonsund Archipelago and the Hango Naval Base. Garrisons on the Moonsund 
isiands and at Hango which fought heroically against the enemy gave great 
sseistance to Leningrad by diverting some of the enemy forces to themselves. 
The Fleet's long-range bombers etruck the first blows on Berlin, with the 
pilots demonstrating high military proficiency. 


in the difficult situation at the front, the Baltic Fleet conducted opera- 
tions to break the Fleet out of Tallin to Kronshtadt and to evacuate the 
Hango Naval Base. It screened the strategic flank of the Soviet Army by 
preventing the incursion of enemy ships into the Gulf of Finland. By taking 
| direct part in the defense of Leningrad, the Fleet reliably screened the 
ea approaches to it, sent some 100,000 navymen to the defensive sectors on 
and and landed tactical forces. The Fleet air force, naval infantry, and 
guns of the ships and coastal defense took an active part in penetrating the 
blockade of Leningrad in 1943 and in completely lifting it in 19646; in the 
Vyborg and Svir' Petrozavodsk Front operations; and in the Moonsund Amphibi- 
is Operation of 1944, Fleet operations on sea lines of communication con- 
tributed to the defeat of fascist German forces in the Baltic, East Prussia 
and East Pomerania. During the war Baltic Fleet navymen set examples of 
high military proficiency, steadfastness and courage. They sank 581 enemy 
warships and auxiliary veseels and 624 transports with a total displacement 
of som 1.6 million tons. 








ue “ a i | ‘ 4 t fae st 3 Nia of Lhe Potemk ln heh, enthusiae= 


‘ received ew w Victory of Che Great Oetober Socialist Revelu- 
jel power Wae established in Feedosiya, Kereh’, Yevpatoriya, 

ta, desea and Roetov in January 1918 with the help of the Black Sea 
Vile ‘yen, Outing the Civil War the Black Sea Fleet navymen fought as 
pat the Unepr, Agov and Volga flotillas and in various Red Army unites, 
ite tieetl feceived ite tam in 1936 as «a higher operational -strategi« 

ve i the USSR Navy, when naval forees of the Black Sea and Sea of 

wet redesignated the Black Sea Fieet, 


eo tieet’s High combat readiness disrupted an enemy attempt to 
ible Che Fleet main body in the Ciret days of the Great Patriotic War. 
rer ooh an a@etive part in delense of Odessa and Sevastopol’, in 
ve Kerch'=Peodosiya Amphibious Operation and in the Battle for 
1 ua subarines tade 6900 fm passages from KRatumi and Poti for 
nH enemy lines of conmmunteation, Surface forces, aviation and 


try fought for Nevoroselyek and in the vicinity of Tuapse. 


\ ib iou dings ian the vieinity of Yughnaya Ozereyka and Stanichka in 
brie 94), (he defense of Malaya Zemlya, and the Novorossiyek-Taman’ and 
Ne ‘-t) Cigen sag@phibious operations became heroic pages in the history of 
r ve Sea tieet, Black Sea Fleet ships and unite assisted in the lLiber- 
the Grlmea, Nikolavey, Odessa, Conatanta, Varna and Burgas. During 
e war Black Sea Fleet navymen sank more than 600 enemy ships and trane- 
ind destroyed gore than 2,000 aircraft. 
Unepr Naval Flottlla/, third activation, was formed in September 1943 
ni the Volga Naval Flotilla. By the beginning of its combat 
per s (the spring of 19464) the Flotilla included some 140 ships and 


he Flotilla (commanded by Rear Adm V. V. Grigor'yev) operated on 

| opt, Berezina, Pripyat', Zapadnyy Bug, Vistula, Oder and Spree. Its 
\avyten defeated the enemy in the Ukraine, Belorussia and Poland. They 

reened the [lanks of attacking Soviet forces, destroyed enemy artillery 
ind Wes \S et™lacements, supported troop assault crossings of water 

tacles and cargo shipments, and landed forces. The Flotilla took part in 
the Ber. in Operation atter a difficult 500 km passage over the Vistula, the 
romberg Bydgosece) Canal and the Notets and Varta rivers. in the opera- 
tion ite savymen destroyed or neutralized 36 artillery batteries, 65 
ichinegun emplacements, and 15 tanks and shot down 23 aircraft. 


The Danube Naval Flotilla/ was .tivated in June 19460 during the | iberat ion of 
wseatabia and Northern Buxovina. At the beginning of the Great Patriot ic 

sar the Flotilla took an immediate part in defensive operations on the 

anube, the Yushnyy Bue and the Dnepr and near the shores of the Kerch’ 


strait. it was deactivated on 20 November 194] and its ships and units 
‘ ‘* rt ft the Agov NN ii Flotilla and the Kerch' Naval Base. 
eith the Soviet Aray's move to the Dnestr (April 1944), the Danube Naval 


i wae again activated. It worked together with the ground forces 
ig the Jasev-Kishenev, Belerade, Budapest and Vienna offensive operat ions 








and assiste’ them in the assault crossing of the Dhestf® estuary and the 
Danube The Flotilla’ ships fregulatly supported the river fianks of ground 
fofees with gunfife and tfanapotted tfroope, More than 900 , 000 persons, Mote 
than 1,500 tanks and SAL [self-propelled artillery], more than 7,000 guns 
iad mortars, and 450,000 various military cargoes were carried, The 
Plotilla was commanded by Rear Adm 8, G. Gorshkove-now CinC USSR Navy and 
vit Adm SU (May-December 1944)=-and by Rear Adm G, N, Kholostyakov (from 
December 1944 until the war's end), 


The Navy honorably performed ite duty toe the Motherland in the Great 
Pattiotic War, For outstanding combat services in the past war more than 
150,000 navymen were decorated with orders and medals, more than 600 persone 
came Heroes of the Soviet Union, and seven of them received this title 
twice, 


COPYRIGHT: "“Voyvenno-istoricheskiy ghurnal”, 1980 














-IVIL DEFENSE, WARTIME ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED 


Noe cow VOYENNO= LSTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
resés “ay 80 op 52-55 


‘rt icile, published under the heading “Memoirs,” by Maj Gen Tech Trpe (Ret) 
'. frame: “In the War Years (From the History of Civil Defense)" 


Text in @ideMay 194! Maj Gen Avn P. P. Kobelev, chairman of the 
Osoavtanhin Sectety for Assistance to Defense and the Aviat ion-Chemical 
Industry evtral Couneil, assembled Central Council managers and informed 
us of the main provisions in a speech made by I. V. Stalin at 4 govern- 
ental reception for military academy graduates in the Kremlin. At the end 
is announcement Pavel Prokop'yevich said that the immediate threat of an 

ir@ed attack againet the Soviet Union on the part of fascist Germany was 
growing tapidly. He emphasized that we Osoaviakhim personnel had to remember 
thie and carefully think through once again what had to be done to 
strengthen national defenses, and particularly to improve the military 
‘raining of workers and air and chemical defense of the civilian populace. 


Division Commander V. G. Klement'yev, deputy chairman of the Central Coun- 
cil, 8S. A. Rue'min, chief of the aviation directorate, §. T. Kotlinskiy, 
chief of the PVEWO [Air and Chemical Defense] Directorate, D. I. Fedenko, 
chief of the personnel department, and other comrades spoke at the confer- 
ence The speakers expressed their viewpoints and made specific suggest ions 
for improving work among the populace. I in particular raised the quest ion 
of the seed for immediate introduction of universal compulsory training of 
the populace for air and chemical defense.’ The fact was that training then 
was on a voluntary basis and classes primarily took in the population of 
border areas as well as threatened zones in the country. The heads of 
oaavaanua® agreed with this proposal and obligated the PVKhO Directorate to 
prepare necessary calculations, programs and other documents for briefing 
the government, which was done. But the Osoaviakhia TeS [Central Council) 
tid set eece've consent for universal training of the population for PVKhO, 
since in the opinion of some managing comrades this might give cause for 
possible provecations on the part of fascist Germany. 


in May 194] Milicary Engr 2d Rank 8. F. Tramm was deputy chief of the 


FO Directorate of the TsS [Central Council] of Oscaviakhim of the USSR 
wd the PSFSP., --Ed, 











" Sunday, .2 June, app! wtely an hour after V. M. Melotov’s speech on 
radi bout the treachet tack bY Taeeiat VerfAAY on the Soviet Union, 
ill responsible worker « Centeal Couneil arrived at Tushine, whete the 
Osduvian ie Central located at that time, on their own without 
orders, ii the conference hail et} Kobelev made a brief announcement about 
the war which the farctete had begut againet the USSR and about urgent 


Measures which had to be taken immediately in Osvaviakhim, Above all, it was 


hecessary to expand traini ' itivene capable of bearing arm in various 
military specia ties afd eplace feserve commanders going into the Army 
with See let : lata, ..uUC lng women, 

m instruct i of PP, A. Borisov, ehief of MPVO (local air defense] of the 
Onoeviakhit pound at Tushino, workers of the Vesvaviakhim Tas and citizens 


ivinng@ in tiv mpound immediately checked readinesa for blacking out 

jLidinge of the Central Couneil, the Air Club imeni V. P. Chkalov, and 
residences and took steps for fire safety and chemical defense throughout 
the compound. ‘ateh duty of leading workers was established in the Central 
Coumfe il and 4 considerable part of the personnel was moved to the barracks. 


While ure steps were being taken for MPVO of the Usvaviakhim TsS grounds, 

w alt lub and compound residences, the presidium of the Osoaviakhim TsS 
prepared and sent out necessary instructions on wartime work to republic, 
xray and Ob.48t Vscaviakhiis yun 


At 0400 hours on 24 June oi the citywide “air alert” signal sounded in 
scow unexpectedly for everyone, and it was backed up by factory and plant 
Whisties. That night was the responsible duty officer for the Osoaviakhin 


he alr alert signel did sot cateh us unawares, Residente of the 
‘ Wisanim -ompound quicKiyv ok cover in the shelter and slit trenches and 
fighting men of the self=protect! groups quickly took their stations in 
the att i and on the roots of buildings. 
the Morning we were told that a practice air alert had been held in the 
city that night, ( wae a good test of the readiness of all air defense 
facilities and forces of the capital. 


1 publi rpanization, wviakhim had no mobilization plan. But being 
entially a combat reserv: the RKKA [Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army], 
it cartied out specific missions for military training of workers, partic- 
ularly in PVKRO, in conformity with a decree of the VKP(b) [All-Union 
smuniet Party (Solahevik) Central Committee dated 8 August 1935. The 
yestion of universal compulsory training of the populace for PVKhO again 
was placed on the agenda under conditions of the war which had begun. Under 
the direction of P. P. Kobelev and 5s. T. Kotlinskiv, a group of workers, 
elf ti ded, urgent! repared a draft law entitled “On Universal Com- 
sory Training of the Populace for PVKhO."” After the document was 
rdinated with interested entities, it was submitted to A. Ya. Vyshinskiy, 
uty chairman of the Sovnarkom (Council of People's Commissars), and then 
“mitted to ti sovnarkom for examination. 


Cf: VOYENNO-~ISTORICHESKI' MURNAL, Ne 7 1976, p B82. 














‘ SR Coun i . People's Commissara on 2 July 196) decreed the introduc- 

‘iivefeal compucseory training of the entire adult population for air 
wid chemical defenee for purposes of preparing the civilian populace for air 
afd ohbeoical defense and for organizing and preparing the initial formations 
‘selfeprotection groupe) of MPVO, The government authorized the inclusion 
women from i* to 50 years of age and wen from 16 to 60 years of age in 


J\O selleprotection groups at enterprises, establishments and in residences 
; wndat ry baais, 


ie + wae given responsibility for training the populace in the "Ready 
aL norms and for training self-protection group instructors in resi- 
ences, and the heads of enterprises and eatablishments were given responsi- 
lity tor this in Chese organizations, Residence self-protection groups 
sore provided with special training equipment by the ispolkomsa of city and 
yor ete of workere’ deputies, and self-protection groups of enter- 


rises ood establishments were supported by the corresponding people's 

mmisearlate and departments, Management of MPVO self<protection groups 
was designed to the Main Administration for Local Air Defense of the USSR 
NKVD and t its etatfs in outlying areas, 


tke ublication of the Sovnarkom decree, Ssoaviakhimorganizations began 
‘nt of the populace in "Ready for PVKhO" norms and the training of 
feprotection groupe. MPVO staffs, units and teams began their work at 
“(a lations and self=protection groups began work in the residences. In 
the interests of fire safety groups of fighting men urgently put attic areas 
rder, cleared them of combustible materials, and readied sandboxes, 
syovels and tonge for extinguishing incendiary bombs. Bomb and gas shelters 
ened for use, new protective structures were built everywhere and slit 
renches were dug. Movement in the subways was prohibited after 2100 hours 
ios ow, but during air alerts the stations were used for sheltering women 


ana children. Barrage balloons were sent‘up above the country's major 
Cities it night. 


.s@bim rayon councils, MPVO entities and other ir erested organizations 
xercised strict supervision over progress in fulfilling the USSR SNK (Coun- 


‘f£ People's Commissars] decree dated 2 July. PVKhO workers of the 
Osonv ant im Central Couneil also took part in this. 


At the suggestion of the Komsomol Central Committee, the Oscaviaani® Central 
ouncil began to prepare an aid for Komsomol members entitled "Be Abie to 
defend Yourself against the Air Enemy." A group of authors, including 
ysel!, was urgently formed. The "Molodaya Gvardiya" Izdatel'stvo put out 
the aid in 200,000 copies. Then the "Instruction Booklet to the Populace on 
PVENO,” prepared by Osoaviakhim, was republished for wide use. 


' ' communist Party and Soviet government "Everything for the 
front! Everything for victory!" demanded the organization of an air defense 


; PRAVDA . ‘ j ly J 44 











yatem in w feh the civil pepulace could work without interruption at plants 
wid factori.s manufacturing products for the front and supporting the daily 
needs of the rear, The scope of the upcoming work was very great, Tens of 
Millions of Seviet citi#ene had to be trained and millions of fighting men 
had to be prepared fF seifeprotection groups, in addition to those already 
present, bie jviakoim Central Couneil set up hundreds of new oblast, city 
and rayon PVKhWO echools. it brought in social setences, physics and chemis- 
try teacherte, physicians, engineers, nurses, firefighters, and other spe- 
clallate not called into the Army to work in them, They were used to train 
sbout a millio ctiviate of the Seciety, chiefly women, in the program for 
inatructors an sade of PVKNO cireles. The Komsomol CC gave active assis- 
tance to the \s aviakhim Central Counetl by assigning hundreds of thousands 


of Komsom sirle to these cour@es, 


ihe firet senth of the war passed. Om the night of 21/22 July fascist air- 
eraft made an attempt at a massive raid on Moscow. Pilots of the Moscow Air 
Defense Zone di rupted the ranks of fascist squadrons on the distant 
approaches to the capital and only 17 enemy aircraft succeeded in pene- 
trating to the city. The incendiary bombs dropped by the fascists were 
neutralized rapidiy by self-protection groups. The self-protection groups 
and volunteers acted precisely, cohesively and without panic everywhere. 


Meanwhile, the situation at the front had become even more difficult. 
Fighting already was going on o the Western Axis in the vicinity of 
Smolensk. Centra: Counci! worners inundated Pavel Prokop'yevich Kobe lev 
with requests to be sent to the front. At a meeting in late July with K. 
Ye. Voroshilev, who then had arrived from Leningrad to the VKP(b) Central 

mmittee, Kobelev briefed him on our insistent requests. Deputy Chairman 
of the Sovnarkom Kij@ent Yefremovich Voroshilov had taken an active part in 
the work of Osowviakhim for a long while before the war and knew the 
society's heads well. The marshal gave his consent for sending 25 persons 
m the iviako is Central Council to the staff of the Northwestern Axis. 
i was fortunate to be among them. 


ipproximately mid-August Voroshilov and A. A. Zhdanov assigned a group 
fricera of the statf and political directorate of the Northwest Axis to 
check antichemica training itn some of the most important civil instal- 
icione of Leningrad air defense and to visit those homes where women resi- 
Lents remained who refused to be evacuated. The fact was that the command 
element of the Leningrad Front had received intelligence at that time about 
i concentration of enemy chemical warfare units in the vicinity of Pskov 
and it was necessary to find out on the spot the readiness of the population 


r cnemica detense . 


Our group checked the Plant imeni K. Ye. Voroshilov, the Krasnyy Treugol ‘nik 

Plant, the Elektrosila Piant, the meat combine, food depots and self- 
tection groups on Sovetskiye ulitsy. We noted with satisfaction that 

necessary antichemical protection steps had been taken at the plants, fac- 
ies, enterprises and estabiishments. Self-protection groups also were 
nding an exemplary watch. 














arly ware te A former reaponaltbie workers of the Vevaviakhim Cen= 
j mcotl were urgently called back to Moscow from the Leningrad Front, 
whi eading agence les of Oooaviakhim aleo later returned from evacuation, 
| wasn aselgned to Che position of chief of the PVKWO directorate of 
Jsouy oes cm Central Counell and in late March | was made deputy chairman of 
im Central Couneil of the USSR and RSFSR for PVKhO, Together 
: wrades from the PVKhO directorate==G, I, Kartaev, A. A, Mal'ehinekiy, 
; ‘teaiy, &@. V. Mironova and others=--I had to put in much work at 
Lyset time for the further improvement of air and chemical defense of civil- 
ifions, and on the publication of PVKhO training and visual aids. 


i Por defense by the population of Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, 
i, Murmeanesn and other citles of the factories, plants and residences 
ittacke by the faseisat plrates, and especially incendiary bombs, 
ed d t the criminal plane of the Hitle te barbarians who were 
sting to demolish and burn Soviet cities. Cighting men of the self- 


‘ * groups trained by Oscaviakhim set massive examples of courage, 
se (04 preeise actions during raids by the enemy buzzards. Here 
e #u cxamile., io the summer of 1942 fascist aviation made a raid on 
« fall road station of Mineral'nyyve Vody. Cadets of the local PVKhO 
fool located sear the station immediately interrupted classes and began 
ting ' fires under fire from enemy aircraft. Forty-five cadets managed 
mhoow roll cars containing fuel and ammunition and save the cargoes, 


ind station buildings. 


' .2 the party and government's assignment for universal compulsory 
ing of the populace for PVKhO was fulfilled. In connection with this 
ois Central Couneil received new inatructions from the government 
.94}-<to continue to improve the populace's knowledge and skills in 
“vVFhO. At a conterence of Central Council workers it was decided to set up 
retcaining for all civilians who had passed the "Ready for PVKhO" norms 
etore the war and in the first months of the war, to begin training the 
sopulace in areas near the front in methods of protection against artillery 
and mortar fire, and to familiarize them with rules of conduct and precau- 
‘ary Measures in areas where mines, charges, and unexploded bombs and 


te is ha vee ni dia veered, 


sOavidd.it personnel performed extensive work of maintaining constant readi- 
ness the population for chemical defense throughout all the war years. in 

j44 alone, for example, more than 26 million persons took part in practices 
in production, in marches wearing protective masks, and in gas chamber prac- 


tices, 


Publle instructors--circle leaders who, as true patriots, gave all their 
time off from work in production to this noble endeavor--played no smail 
pact im preparing the populace for PVKhO. Many of them prepared 250, 500, 
,000 or more citizens each in the “Ready for PVKhO" norms. To assist 
inetructors tie ).caviakhim Central Council] put out a special little library 
mn PVKhO and more than 14 million pamphlets, books and training posters were 











published f. ¢ Maes use. Many instructors and activists of MPVO self- 
protection | coups Wefe awatved the medalea "Por Defense of Moscow,” "Por the 
Defense of Leningrad,” "for the Defense of Stalingrad," "For the Defense of 
Sevastopol'," "For the Defense of the Soviet Arctic” and "For Defense of the 
Caucasus" for selfless work. Over a thousand public inatructore received 
the Society's highes honor award==the badge "For A tive Defense Work," 
Several thousand inatructors were awarded honor scrolls of the Oscaviakiim 
Central Couneil and of republic and local councils of Oscaviakhin. 


Osoe@viukiss personne] not only trained the personnel to use the simplest 
means of protection and to follow rules of local air defense; they also 
carried out extenaive explanatory and indoctrinational work among the popu- 
lace under tie direction of party organizations, Each instructor not only 
wae 4 propagancist of PVKhO techniques and rules, but he was also a fiery 
agitator and propagandist of party and government decisions on atrengthening 
national defenses. 


By war's end the Osooviakhim Central Council summarized results of the work 
of universal compulsory training of the population in PVKhO, The result was 
impressive. More than 98 million citizens had undergone training in the 
"Ready for PVKhO" norms. Together with MPVO staffs and the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent organizations, Osoaviakhimhad set up 85,000 self-protection 
groups, training more than 2.5 million fighting men for them. All this work 
was performed by the Osorviakhim Central Council in close cooperation with 
the Komsomol Central Committee, the Main Directorate for MPVO and the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Union of Red Cross and Red Crescent. R. Ya. 
Zemlyachka, deputy chairman of the USSR Council of People's Commissars, 
devoted constant attention to the Society. 


When the 20th Anniversary of the Defense Society was celebrated on 

22 January 1947, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, recognizing the 
great services cf \seaviakhim in strengthening national defenses, including 
in the area of PVKhO, presented it with a high governmental award--the Order 


of Red Banner. 


COPYRIGHT: "Voyenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal", 1980 








LOCAL WARS: HISTORY 'PALSLIFLERS' CRITICIZED 


Moscow VOYENNO= i STORICHESKTY ZHURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
reas 20 May 80 pp 56-63 


‘Article, published under the heading “Against the Falsifiers of History," 
by Candidate of Philosophical Setences Col Ye. Dolgopolov: “Exposing 
Jourgeols and Maoist Faleifiers of the History of Local Wars"; passages 
enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


cont) Under conditions of a further progressing change in the correlation 
' forces in the international arena in favor of socialism, aggressive 
imperialist ecireles are placing more and more reliance on local wars in 

‘ar ious regions of the world, and especially in the zone of the national 
/iberation movements, without rejecting preparations for a world nuclear 
missile war. Many statements by the most militant representatives of the 

sperialist bourgeoisie directly indicate that the role of local wars in the 
fight against countries of socialism and suppression of people's liberation 
oovements is continuously increasing in the atmosphere of a certain reduc- 
tion in the probability of a direct armed clash between the two opposing 
soc .opolitical systems. 


Local wars are viewed by the ideologists and politicians of imperialism as 
an important component of a broad system of subversive activities designed 
tc hinder progressive social-political changes in countries which have 
thrown off the yoke of colonialism, to keep them within the framework of the 
world capitalist system and to continue exploitation by changing its forms. 
In recent years the forces of imperialism and reaction and the Peking 
hegemonists have unleashed local wars in Vietnam, Angola, Ethiopia and other 
countries. Imperialist circles are exerting crude military pressure on Iran 
and stepping up the undeclared war against democratic Afghanistan. The 
aftermath of Israeli aggression in the Near East has not been eliminated. 
Racists in the southern part of Africa are offering stubborn resistance to 
iiberation processes. 











lt is well -nown that the attempts by American imperialiom at armed 
suppression of the national liberation movement served as one of the reasons 
for the appearance in 1961 of the ac-called doctrine of "flexible response," 
which came to replace the notorious doctrine of “massive retaliation.” The 
latter envisaged preparation of the U.S, Armed Forces exclusively for an 
Alleout nuclear war, 


The doctrine of “flexible response," which ortented the U.S. Armed Forces on 
preparing not only for a world nuclear missile war, but also for Limited 
wate with and without Che use of nuclear weapons, persuasively indicated 
that American \itariste intend to support the U.S. Army's performance of 
gendarme func. ons in suppressing the national Liberation movement in vari- 
ous parts o° the world and everywhere it suite the U.S. ruling circles. 


The new military doctrine=-the "“etrategy of realistic deterrence"=- 
proclaimed in 19/71 under circumstances ot a clear failure of U.S. predatory 
plans in Vietnar pursued the attainment of those same imperialistic goals 
but through a more active use of U.S. allies in the aggressive military bloc 
ind the provision of extensive aid to reactionary regimes. In other words, 
it was @ matter of putting down the liberation movement primarily by the 
hands of puppet armies with their active support by the U.S. Armed Forces. 


The revision of American imperialism's military-strategic plans which is 
occurring after the revolutionary events in Iran and other parts of the 
world provides the basis to speak of an attempt which can be seen to return 
to the “pre-Vietnam" strategic line of the direct use of American Armed 
Forces as a world gendarme. This is also shown by the neocolonial "Carter 
doctrine” formulated by the American administration. It does not hide 
Washington's intent to dictate its conditions in any region on any state 
and, in case U.S. ruling circles should consider it expedient, to employ any 
means including weapons to counter the national liberation, revolutionary 
and all progressive movements. It should be noted in particular that the 
American concept of "rapid reaction" to the direct and extensive use of 
American interventionist forces in "crisis areas” does not at all preclude 
the use of armies of countries dependent on the United States for the afore- 
mentioned purposes. Consequently, the plans of American imperialist circles 
assume an even more dangerous character for the cause of the peace, national 
independence and social progress of nations. 


Even now it is becoming clear that although the sphere of imperialistic 
diktat in international relations is continuously narrowing, armed coercion 
has been and remains one of the primary methods of the U.S. foreign policy 
course. The philosophical basis of this course is extreme voluntarism and 
pragmatism, which justify any actions it the bigwigs of American politics 
should consider them to be in line with the interests of monopolistic 
capital. 


It is no accident that an entire trend has taken shape in bourgeois sociol- 
ow’ and history which specializes in the fabrication of pseudoscientific 
opuses known to be false. Its representatives distort the essence of local 
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[. Anan'in, “Korabli nashey yunosti” [The Ships of Our Youth], Lenizdat, 
1974, p 170, 


KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, 15 June 1976. 


From the award citation (TsVMA [Central Naval Archives], stack 3, file 
536, sheet 193). 


"Materialy XXV s"vyezda KPSS" [Materials of che 25th CPSU Congress], 
* 


Mo 8 Wes Politizdat ‘ 1976, )) Vv. 


"Korabel'nyy ustav VMF SSSR," Voyenizdat, 1978, p 41. 


YRICHT: "Vovenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal”, 1980 











MIL TAR) BOCHODLS: MAVAL CADET HISTORY PROGRAM 


Noe cow VOVENNO= | STORICHBARTY DIVENAL in Russian Ne 6, Jun 80 signed to 
press 20 May 80 © 72=75 


ticle, published wader the heading “Scientific Reports and Information” 
se “An Ald to Teachers of Military History,” by Professor and Doctor of 
Nietorical & jenees Capt let Rank (Ret) 1, Kozlov: “Independent Work for 
-adetes 19 Higher Nawal Sehoole”; passages enclosed in slant ines printed 
iA boldface } 


text, The ‘Yroeram in Military History for Higher Naval Schools” states 

thet a8 @ result of study of the course cadets should know: the main ware 
“he @ost Inetruct ive naval engagements and battles; the primary phases in 
fevelopment of the Navy and ite tactics; principles of saval warfare; the 
heroic task of the home Navy. 


» completion of the course on silitary history cadets should be able: to 
anealyee facts involving combat activities of ships, units and combined 
white of the Navy and draw substantiated tactical conclusions; to perfors 
abetract work; to apply imaginatively the knowledge they have obtained in 
further service and in the training and indoctrination of eubordinates. 


Many yeare of experience in teaching proves that 4 euccessful study of 
nilitery history depends on the high quality of lectures and seminars, but 
chiefly om the prodwetive independent work of the cadets and their ability 
(© work well with books. in this article, which lays no claia to complete- 
hees of Cotprehensive coverage of the subject, we touch only on selected 
qveestions in the cadets’ independent training, which includes above all: 
feguier work on lecture materials; preparation for seminar classes; and 
writing abetractse. Each of these forme hae epecific features and requires 
fethode fec ottendat icone, 


/MeGulat vcependent work wiih lecture summaries and the study of primary 
eoutces/ afe atone the most important conditions for successful mastery of 
® ©Ouree in Silitary history. The cet entitled “Istoriya voyenno-mor 
ietusetwe (History of the Art of Nawal Warfare) (Voyeniadat, 1969) is 
‘Commended slong with thie, Te instructor determines the assignment for 
lnepeneest Studies based on the calculation of ten pages with diagrams for 


cm’ h ame * wore 














jes hina B @€t bee Wdicatee tel ceclufe Geterial be bettet aasimiiated on 
the day the lecture ie gives oF at leeet is that same ween, Thie gust be 
taken b4te account We plate [ef cadete, sinee it 
ailows the @aterial te be weed Wilh greatest productivity with the least 
expenditure of tite, 


in beginning 4 study of the topic, OWe Ree te identify ite primary quee- 
Lione, then catefuily fead the «orresponding chapter of paragraph in the 
textbook, if the topic comeerne ware, one should begin by establishing the 
causes afd Charwter of the war, Thhe be of great importance fer 4 proper 
assessment of © moral petential of the sides and clarification of the 
methods of war are and ermed actions, Then we examine the correlation of 
forees in * theater, plane of the belligerente and fleet siesions, ae weil 
as the overall course of the wer and the role of the navy in it (all these 
matters should be examined using cherte and diagrams of the M4 volume of 
the “Morskey Atlas” ‘Nawal Atias) published by the Nawal Mein Staff, Part 
i==1958 and Par’ ii=-1963), There are a cuffiecient number of copies of 
thie Atlas im Sava’ echool librer es, Subsequentiy it is recommended to 
ehift to 4 study of warfare at & 4 with @ critique of battles, engagements 
and operations. Firet of 411 ore should @emorise the most instruct ive 
tactivral examples of the eaployment of forces and use of different kinds 
of weapons, 46 well os examples of the heroiem of military personnel, which 
contributed to winning victory. Mastery of the topic should conelude with 
a thorough critique of the militery-politica: results of the war and con- 
clusions on the development of the art of saval warfare during the war. 


In those instances where saterfial on the savy is being studied, primary 
attention should be given to the shipbuilding program, development of arms, 
types of ships, ordnance, equipment and naval theories, and the organiza- 
tion of naval forces and personne!) training. 


Te ensure that independent work with the recommended literature provides 
the best results, the literature should be summariged. It is best to keep 
these summaries in 4 notebook for lectures. in aeking entries, aske 
appropriate references to sources, inciuding complete publication data. 


it is 4 good idea to highlight the name of the topic being studied, the 
primary issues, batties, engagements, operations and conclusions by using 
colored pencils for this purpose. in summarizing literature on fleet 
development, it is recommended that tables be compiled reflecting the quan- 
titative and qualitative indicators of ferces and weapons. This permits « 
reduction of entries, saves time and presents the necessary material gore 
ataphicaily. 


Military history summaries should be checked regularly by inetructors, who 
ammounce fesults of the check st seminar classes. Foremost experience is 
generalized and shortcomings revealed in the process. 


Cmeultations are of great importance in organizing independent work. They 
should be of 4 voluntary nature, but in som inetances it is recommended 


inviting in certain cadets to the chair, particularily those who did not 


ay 

















attend the jee lofe Dut ee oehew. betbome the c@@ete afe taught te wae « 
web boeteph) @e6 bo wee bhelively el tt fecotended | itefature 


Prepaetatlion (ot eeBlifete/ Helde © LipeFrtent plese 18 independent wort. 
RPHioate Get oooh cOREE bbute te « Felafefeement, eapaene ian aed deepening of 
eSowledge, bel Ubey alee Gate Ll possible te check the degree to whieh 
edeie heave Meclefed the materiel covered, Tive four-hour seminate (three 
* bet ew livilbes ef the Sewlet Baw ie the Great Patriotic War, one om 
ihe Rietory ef the Bueeien Fieel and one of operations by fleets of eapi- 
‘allet etetee i6 World War ii) are eovieaged ln Higher Hevel command 


e* Reele 


The eefifer Blan, peseed Out te cadete 10-12 daye before it ie held, ie the 
evidence Joeuhent 6 preparing for the clase. Tt indicates the topic, 

sweetie, Of imery eed supplementary literature and views] training aide. 
i) Comps. dee the plah, Carefully select the literature te supplement the 
Leatbow, Beeed on the subject matter, it ie recommended that i. i. 
sreemmer's book "NWalaye Zemlya,” §. 6. Gorshkov's sonegraph “Morskaye 
moeheh goeuderetwe” [Sea Power of the State) and “Leteriva Vtoroy sirovey 
vowny (9) =196°° (Bietery of World Wer Ti: 1999-1945) be used, 


‘he gf oe>  opeultetion plays an important part in supporting independent 
wore Were the inetructor explains the gethodology for holding @ seminar 
ané forme of perticipation in it, and he prevides appropriate recommenda- 
tiome © wee of the literature and viewal training aide. OF the basis of 
the @thode inetrwetione they hawe received, cadete should understand the 
eo@) of the class and the need for 4 thorough study of the entire subject, 
ané Sot just of one Rerrow quest ian 


it §@ alee s@eessary to activate individual consultations in the chair 

@ur ine preparations for the seminar. Cadets should make wider use of these 
cOPeultations and sot be shy in turning te teachers for assistance, eape- 
cially m @iffiewit ieewes which are not covered fully enough of are pre- 
sented in 4&4 contradictoty @ennet in the literature, 


in studying the recommended literature adhere to gethode recommendat ions 
Which were presented in the section on working with lecture materia). in 
thie case a8 well, primary attention showld be focused on studying the 
forms aod @ethods of using seval forees, tactics of emplowing various kinds 
of weapoms, tectics of controlling end coordinating e)i-arme forces, and 
(ofthat and epecial support. During preperation for seminare on combat 
activities of the Sowlet Dewy in the Great Patriotic War it ie also impor 
tant to focus attention on the ereat role of party=-political work in 
successful accomplishment of the Navy's missions. 


it i6 best io study the overall cowtse of the war, operations, te 
and naval betties using charts and diagrams of the “Noreskoy Atias” and 
views! training aids 














+8 pFepariha Tor the seiner, it ie @eeifablc te use war Semeine a6 well, 
They efilve seiner ciaemee ahd help the cadets eels « Gere detailed pie= 
ture of the situation in which oof Defeotee) epefated in the Great 
Patriotic War and become Familiar wilh the lives of Seviet Arey and Navy 
leaders a6@ heroes of the pact war 


(The wFiLing Of ebelfecte/ ic envisaged by the program on eilitary histery 
esist ing Ih higver Seve! sehoole, Abstract work prewides for the aost 
therough study of Gateria) end imetile weeful ekille and abilities ia 
working WIth Pr o@FY seufees ahd Gaf ihe Preparation fer lectures and die=- 
Sussione of ® . tafr=petfiotic sublecte aboard ships and in write, 


The subject getter of abetfe (© en ofMasees the Most important sections of 
the course! Combat activities of fleets in World Wer Tl and the Great 
Patriotic War, postwar development of the Soviet Navy and fleets of eapi- 
talist states. The chaif elaborates the subject matter with consideration 
of the sehoel’s profile aad the specialty. 


Abstract work begins after receiving the aesignment and 4 list of 
recommended literature in the chair, Three of four sources are indicated 
for writing each of then, Cadets draw up the abstract outline, which is 
approved by theif sclemee instructors, 


The experience of save. schoole indicates that compilation of an outline 
is especially diffiewit for cadets. The facet is, thowgh, that the diree- 
tion of the work ané to 4 large extent its content depends wholly on the 
outline, We propose the following topics of abstracts and questions for 
them with consideration of the progran: 


‘The seval battle (fleet operation) to destroy enemy forces./ Situation on 
the eve of combat actions; growing and correlation of forces, and command 
of then; Missions, com epte end plane of the belligererts; training and 
deployment of forees and weapone for combat actions; overall course of 
battic of operation it is recommended hat the most instructive tactics 
and @ethode of employing weapons be examined); conclusions from results of 
the battle of operation and their importance for development of tactics and 
operational art. 





/Plieet operation to destroy enemy forces in base./ Situation prior to the 
operation; syetem of defense of the enemy naval base; missions of the 
forces, concept and plan of operations; composition and grouping of forces 
participating in the operation; training and deployment of forces for per- 
forming assigned missions; delivery of strikes against the base (tactics 

of cartying owt attacks on shipe at anchor) and airfields; conclusions from 
results of the operation and its importance for development of the art of 
naval warfare. 


(Combat actions to disrupt enemy lines of commmication./ The importance 
of sea lines of communication (SiC to the gemy, a brief description of them, 
and methods of protection; organization of sea shipping (convoy system) ; 











i:.ee 2204 ee ; perets He ow iAee af : Oe be at beam ana « dene t tpt soa 


hey of eahieets o& petlofieence of fee — Hethede [at 
- ying >F' ime if reee, | wtiee othe me thwde at e@ovvinve weep me, ‘omer 
juelone from peeulte of epefatione om lines of commaleation and theif 
/ ’ - 


ie tia@n ef tebewdiy SLOt., The bepertanee of BLO and « brief desert ip- 
' ihehy foteee aeelgned te protect Limes of commmenioat ion afd theit 
ole, Se thbede of protesting lines of complication (organization of PLO 

‘oubeef ine defenee!, eit defence, PO (wine defense) and PRO | ant ibnai 
+ | eh ex wade t of epee lel Cof8vey opefations, feaulte and cone lusione, 


WPhibiowe operat i am: Situation te the TVD (theater of Silitary opeta= 
Lime | Bleelene, comept aod plan of operations; organisation of enemy 

of foreee participating i® the operation, their 
\.eelome, tfeleing ap@ deployment, organization of command and control; the 
batt | aed, accompli iehment of @lesione ashore; fresulte and cone lusions, 


andi®e opetatione and actions./ Beach defense forces, theif organi- 


sation eed thelr  Gmmand; organigation ef beach defense; pian for anti- 
apdie opefation of aetion, methods for repuleing exemy sanphibious landing: 
peut sh4¢ Cove lwuaeiahe, 


Art! lery end @21f Support of @round ferees on maritime aves./ Situation 


the Seritime flank of eround forees; sissione of naval forees, their 
feenieation and theif cantrfel, methods and taetice of ships and aireratt ; 
fe: (= ate “<« lueiane. 

efee of saval baeee./ importance of VW (naval bases) and their 


eieeioms, composition ef base forces and command organization; overall 
courtée of the defense; results and conclusions, 


These outlines are samples. They touch only on activities of aaval forces. 
Depending on the topic, they may be refined, made sore specific, and 
detailed 

in Deglimoing to write an abstract, it is important to observe certain 
requifements relating to arrangement and content of the work. it is 

fe: OftMendeéd that abetract material be arranged in the following sequence. 
The topic of the abstract, cadet’s last same and last name of the sc ience 
inetructor, and class sumber ere written on the title sheet. The work out- 
jine ie included om ahother page and subsequent pages reveal ite basic 
questions. Resulte and conclusione are given in a separate paragraph. A 
place ie eet aside withowt fail at the end of the abetract for a list of 
the literature used. The extent of the work varies within the lisits of 

| * atandaréd itten pages. 





While the abetracts are being written the instructors constantly sonitor 
the ceadete ane give them necessary assistance. 











it te feee mended thal pf beer) at leeiion be cowering the baele leevee be 
gives to d Ganel fal ine Hew clemenic if development of the fleet and the art 
of savel warfare, all, An abetract alwaye should 
end wilh belief com luelome feflecting the Laprevement If forees, weapone, 
equipment and ihe taclice of thell combat employment, A description of 
oaval Cotbat acl lee Meet be biluetfeted with appropriate diagrams, tables 
and chaftte whieh help feweal the beetle leevee of the Lapir, provide 

araphic effect and feduce the deorfiptive part of the wort, 


Proper « Ffahger oat of the eclentific @atter alee te of @reat importance, it 
je fecowmmende hat [oot fRotee comeePning the eourees weed be made on the 
oat page if an inferior position, Abelrecte ate submitted te the ehaif by 
the date eor.ablished by the tfelning department and are evaluated accord ing 
to « Tive=peiat evetem, The beet are turned in for @ contest and are bept 
in the chaif ac samples, They are demenetrated at an ewhibit of cadet 
projects in the @ilitery history office 


in cof lusion it showid be feted that independent work of cadets produces 
the desired results only if it is planned and organized properly and 
monitored regularly by the chair, the training departaent and the command 
element of the faculties, 


COPYRIGHT: “Weveanc-istoricheskiy ghurnal”, 1980 
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SOOF BEVi Ph: NATIONAL AIR DEPENGF TROOPS Ih WARTIME 


“owcow VOVENNO- (STORIOHPSRTY ZHURNAL in Ruceian Ne 6, Jun 8 signed to 
presse 20 May 80 pp 82-84 


hook review by Doctor of Military Selenees Maj Gen Arty HM. Botin and 
doctor of Hieterics! Se lenees A, Shewyakow: “The Air Defense Shield of the 
Hom jand”) 


Text) ledetel'stve "Wauke” published the aonograph by 5. A. Svetlishin. ” 
fort the firet time it provides « comples study of the operat ional st rate gic 
em iocyment of the Netional Air Defense Porees in campaigne and major opera- 
tiene of the Great Patriotic War, and it reweale the iaportance of the 
ofeative a, proach toward using the past war's experience in solving complex 
problems of contemporary air defense. 


i» the basic of Marnist=Leniniet methodology, the gonograph covers general 
and specific principles of warfare in the air defense area, studies the 
development of operational art, owerall tactics and tactics of arms of the 
National Air Defense Porces, and reweale their role and place in the over- 
ail eyetem of the Sowlet Armed Porces. The author made use of wast docu- 
mentary material. Many archival date have been introduced into sc lentif ic 
cireulation for the (iret time. A positive point in the monograph is the 
fact that primary attention is given to sot yet elaborated of little 
Studied aeyeets of the subject such a6 the role and @issions of the 
National Air Defense Porees in the initial period of the war; combat readi- 
nese 46 an important principle of operational art; the build-up of the air 
defense system in theaters of military operation éuring 4 strategic offen- 
sive, role of air defense fronte in the overall eysten of warfare. 


Specific examples in the book dempnetrate the leading role of the CPSU 
Centra! Committee, the State Defense Committee and the General Headquarters 
of the Supreme High Command in strengthening and further isprowing air 
defense Guring the Great Patriotic War. 


i. W. A. Qetlighin, “Voyskea PVO strany v Velikoy Otechestvennoy voyne. 
Voprosy operat ivno-strategicheskogo primmeniya™ (National Air Defense 
Forces in the Great Patriotic War: Operational-Strategic Eaploynent), 
Moscow, “Wauka,” 1979, 295 pages. 
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The G0n0GF: PA devotee  meidetabic epee to fevesi ing the speelile atfve= 
tufe afd f-aturee of tt» ~tatlomelcetretegle employment of National Air 
tefenee Porees ae oe of the branches of the Bowbet Armed Porees and te a 
study of the evolution of theif operational art. The author nag Bem 
hefe that @he of (he iaportent features of (hie employment during the past 
wat wae the @eecing of forces for fellable preteetion of bey strategic 
installations eed a shift frome point to @ genaleinetal lation eysten of 
aif defeive, Metre « Males a@fouping of @bf defense forces, formed under 4 
single comept of controlled in « entfalleed @anper, wae to defend entire 
ateae (Vast eo) ©), Stfikes against the aif enemy in 
the gone of hi> owerflight and & build-up of efforts from the depth. 


The aif deTeoce Of Moocow, Lenineted and other etfategic targets againet 
enemy 41f stfi kes wae « «laseelc osatle of maeeing aif defense forces and 
af the @onal-inetallation air delenee syetem, The author rightly links 
thie clfeum@etance with an im feeee in the quality and quantity of weapons 
and Combat @qu'> ment of Uke Nations! Alr Defense Porces during the war, 
with o further im ve wat io thelr ofganivational etructure and control 
eystemi the @etabliehwent ©' operations) fermtions (armies, fronts) of air 
defense, and the separation of ‘ighter aviation and AAA into independent 
combat ares. Ae « feeult the National Air Defense Porces aequired traits 
of af independent arm of the Atoed Porces and saw further development of 
theif Operational ar “aad tae t te 


The question of obiective precenditione for the establishment during the 
Great Patriotic War of new phenomenon to military art=--the air defense 
operation of the National Air Defense Porees (pp 248-250)--is revealed in 
a well-reasoned sa@nner in the book, This imeludes the concentration by the 
Soviet command of maior air defense forces in defense of key strategic 
regions and installations comprising the basis of the USGR's military- 
economic potential and against which the masse operations of the enemy air 
foree were most probable; establishment on the ewe of war of major 

operat ionai-tactical air defense combined wits (eorps) and activation in 
the course of the war of operational and operational-etrategic formations 
(armies and fronts) of air defense, the command element of which could pro- 
vide centralized contro) of all air defense forces defending strategic 
targets; the presence in the air defense formations (combined units) of 
mior fighter aviation forces with fighter aircraft that were highly 
maneuverable and had 4 high speed for that time, and with a considerabie 
radius of action (around 00 km); and outfitting the National Air Defense 
Poreee with radios, radare and other contemporary means of control and 
guidance. 


We fully share the author's opinion that radar technology played a deciding 
role in the origin of the air defense operation and in the subsequent 
development of the National Air Defense Porces’ operational art during the 
Great Patriotic War. Wide wee of radar for performing reconnaissance made 
it possible for the air defense command element to be constantly knowledge- 
ale of the air situation throughout the defended zone, to uncover the 
enemy's plan promptly, to mare decisions rapidly for conducting combat 

















atione, to emecule the Mehenwet of Fighter aviation and othef aif defefee 
facilities, afd te difect treep eetlone fer the defeat and destruction of 
the M10 Bfoupiha of ee eviation, 


The thee.e (het eapleyment of the Netional Ait Defense Porees in the fore 
of alf defense refations hee « Humber of lapertant advantages, a8 advanced 
aed subetattiated in the book (p 249), be of coneiderable scientific and 
‘factical Woefest, Pivet of all, Che aetione of air defense personne! and 
veapowe 10 euch opefatione were subordinated to the overall concept for 
Jeleating the alf enemy and provide the Host favorable conditions for a 
deeisive coneentfation ef efforts to defeat the gain body of the attacking 
sitetal’t. Beeondly, es @ result of preeise planning of combat operat ions 
of alf defense foreations, theif capabilities were used to the fullest, 
which eubetentially inereased the effectiveness of the air defense systen, 
ihirdly, the planning of air defense forces’ operations at that tine 
supported a econerete allocation of efforts and allocation of supply 
resources, Towrthiy, employment of the National Air Defense Porces in the 
form of @lf defense operations heightened the role of operational elements 
of control if matters of preparing and conducting combat actions and in 
ofganieing and accompliching coordination with air defense troops (forees) 
of other branches of the Arsed Porces, 


Thie work for the first time has studied such urgent probleme as 4 build-up 
of the air defense system in a TVD during a strategic offensive (pp i42- 
i4°) and combat readiness of forces a6 4 most important factor of opera- 
tionel art of the National Air Defense Forces during the Great Patriotic 
War (op 269-278). 


The build-up in the air defense system wae represented by its deve lopment 
if theaters of military operation during offensive operations by the Soviet 
Ar to prevent 4 gap between the national air defense system and the front 
air defense. it consisted of the organization of protection of lines of 
(Otmnication, industrial regions, administrative-political centers and 
other important targets againet enemy attack on territory liberated from 
the enemy following the attacking troope of the fronts. To this end the 
air defense command element and staffs had to redeploy personnel and 
weapons, bring up wnits and combined units from rear areas to the front 
line zone ahead of time, and maneuver them skilifuily in conformity with 
the ground and air situation at hand. 


As emphasized in the book, success of resolving 411 questions of building 
up the air defense system in theaters of military operation during an 
offensive depended to 4 large extent on the prompt and proper organizat ion 
of coordination between the National Air Defense Forces command element and 
the command element of fronts. To achieve this goal, the etaffse of front- 
ijine ai: delense formations (combined units) began to assign special opera- 
tions groups from their personnel, which were headed by responsible 
commanders and were constantly with the staffs of the ground forces. 
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The high € Getant feadinese of aif Gefehee forces during the past wat was 
ene of the orimary princi: ee of operational eft of the National Air 
Defense Porees, Feali*ation of which bad « de@ieive tafivence on auc ceselul 
accomplishment of aif defenee Giestone, Maintaining high, constant © otha 
Feadiness of aif defense forces for « prolonged time meupled a cent ral 
place im the work of the commend element, political entities, staffs, and 
party and Kompome! orga ivations of Che Settonal Ale Defense Porees. This 
was 4 complies task whi: required the command element of the National Ait 
Defense Forces to work out « Qumber of military, teelmical and serai- 
paychological probleme The author includes the following among the main 
problems: dete: ning « system of duty forces and weapons and degrecs of 
readiness all alt defense arms) ensuring 4 continuous inerease 
in the leve’ of combat echooling; organigation of flexible and effect ive 
party-politica) work with persoame! in general and with duty air defense 
forces im particular, and effective supervision over the combat readiness 
Of troops afd control pointe ip 770 


The book provides « furdamestal aseesewent of the character of actions by 
the fascist German |oftvatie, On the beste of documents of the Hitler 
command element aod an onalyeis of histeric facts, a completely logical 
conclusion ic drawn that the actions of the Luftwaffe of faseist Germany 
against the gost important etrategic targets of the USSR during the war 
represented gajor air operations organized ahead of time (pp 33, 213-218). 
Fach of them ueually included « sumber of messed bomber strikes linked by 
4 unity of concept aod cise of conduet,. Por example, the operation 
against Moseow inc ludec over |00 eater raids and lasted more than four 
monthe (from the end of July through December 1941). The air operation 
against industrial inecalilatio * of Gor'kiy, Saratov and Yaroslavi’ in the 
summer of 1943 included some 20 bomber raids and took around three veeks 
(p 217). 





it is eratifving that analytical saterial in the book predominates over 
descriptive material, and the presence of substant lated cone lusions for 
the chapters and of operational-ta tical recommendations in a special 
chapter attests to “he high ectentific level of the work. 


An analysis of iseues of a diflicult, complex topic allowed the author to 
trace the dialectics of (he operational-strategic employment of National 
Air Defense Forces during the Great Patriotic War and highlight those 
aspects of combat experience which, when applied imaginatively, can con- 
siderably contribute to an improvement in the theory and practice of air 
defense under present=<day conditions. 





In taking not« of the unquestioned merits of the book, we also must point 
out some of ite deficiencies. Questions of the development of the National 
Air Defense Forces in the interwar period and probleme of their combat 
training during the war are covered in 4 cursory manner and there is no 
bibliography or name or subject index. But this in no way degrades its 
overall positive evaluation. Svetlishin'’s book unquestionably is a con- 
siderable contribution to the elaboration of questions of air defense 
history and theory. it will be read with great interest and benefit not 











ohiy bY apeeleliete and Blillery hietefiens, but by « wide fange of 

feeders interested in the history and theory eof the National Air Defense 
Pofcee="a bew branch of the Armed Pereee. ite conelusione and propesit tone 
even Gow will find application with effleere of the National Air Defense 
Forces during the organi#ation and conduct of combat and political training. 


COPYRIONT: "“Veyenne=istoricheskiy ghurnal”, 1980 
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EDITOR'S MAIL B.c) ENPORMATION ON LEADERS AND UNI PORE 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZURNAL in Russian No 6, Jun 80 signed to 
press 20 May 60 pp 85-87 


[Replies to readers’ questions) 





|fecerpt) (Question) NS. ©, Pedosteev (city of Mayli-Gay, Kireie SBR) 
writes that @ilitary-patriotic work often g@entions our military leaders and 
heads. Tell us who headed our country's Armed Porees from 1924 on. 


|Anewer|] Prom the wilitery reform of 1924-1925, the People's Commissars 
(Ministers) of defense vere, in succession: M. V. Prunze (January-Oetober 
1925), &. Ye. Voroshilow (Nowember 1925-Mey 1940), &. K. Timoshenko (May 
1940-July 1941), 1. ¥. Stalin (July 194) -Merch 1947), 8. A. Bulganin 

(March 1947?<March 1949), A. MN. Vasilewskiy (Merch 1949-Merch 1953), NW. A. 
Bulganin (March 1953-Pebruary 1955), GC. RK. Dhukow (February 1955-October 
1957), &. Ya. Malinowekiy (Oetober 1957-Mareh 1967), A. A. Grechko (April 
1967-April 1976). Since 29 April i976 Mar SU (rank conferred on W July 
1976) Dmitriy Pedorovich Ustinow has been USER Minister of Defense. 


[Question] One of the issues cf the journal GOONEK contains 4 photograph 
of an artillery officer of the Great Patriotic War period with a black 
diamond with an artillery exblenm sewn te the sleeve of hie tunic. &. A. 
Arkhipow (Moscow) asks us to tell when and for whom this syabol was estab- 
lished, whether or not it provided any privileges and when the wearing of 
it was abolished. There also are photos in which traffic control soldiers 
wear 4 diamond with the letter "P” in the middle on the left sleeve. When 
was this syabol abolished and what replaced it? 





[Anewer] USSR People's Commissar of Defense Order dated | July 1942 on the 
redesignation of antitank artillery as tank destroyer artillery was of 
great significance for the development of antitank artillery of the Soviet 
Army and for elevating its role and the combat proficiency of the person- 
nel. It envisaged 4 number of measures for assigning officers and gen with 
combat experience of fighting tanks to these units. In addition, it pro- 
vided certain privileges for personne! of antitank artillery: an increased 
rate of pay (by 14 times), higher military rank for gunners and their 
deputies (te sergeant and junior sergeant) and the wearing of 4 special 
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sieeve bel@iles=@ dlesend of Bleek cloth with fed piping of whieh the out- 
ive of te Ofeeeed gam tubes wee sewn with geld thread, in addition, « 
euh ofew fecelved « Gonetery bonus fer each tank kneeked out and the sumber 
of Rneeked out by the @une wae Hoted by @ apetial eyebel of the 
gue shield, All these geeeures led to 4 stabilization of personnel tm the 
fant deotroyver artillery, te an inerease in their qualifications ae¢, om 
(@ whole, te Gere effective combat aetivities of the antitank artillery. 
#O People's Commissar of Defense! Order dated | july 1942 went out of 
foree after publication of Minietry ef Defense Order dated 4 Auguet 1956. 


A epecial sleewe ineignie=-« diamond with the letter “P" within it--wae 
establiohed for traffic controllers during the Great Patriotic War, This 
cleeve ineignie wae aboliched in 1969 by order of the Deputy Minister of 
defenee of the UBBR, In ite place 4 new insignia was establiahed for 
trait ly contrellere=-8 chest refleeter in the shape of 4 triangle coated 
wit) red lumineseent palnt and lined with 4 White strip. The insignia is 
oowh of pinned to the overcoat (waiferm jacket) on the traffic controlier’s 
beet. The old remeining sleeve insignias were transferred to provest sub- 
white,whieh use them 46 decorations, 
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BIGORAPHICA, DATA OM MAR BL BATITSATY 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZOURMAL in Russian No 6, Jun 60 signed to 
press 20 May 80 pp 91-9) 


(Unattributed article: "Marehal of the Soviet Uaiew P, FP, Batitekiy (On His 
10th Birthday)”) 


(Text! Hero SU “er & Pavel Pedorovich Batits§ »cerreies a prominent 
place in the ranks of Soviet military leaders bi. .6s< up by the Commnict 
Party. itm hie more than half-century of service in our renowned Araed 
Forees, he hae made « specific contribution toward raising troop combat 
effectiveness, he took an active part in combat operations during the Great 
Patriotic War and devoted some 25 years to improving and maintaining the 
high combat readiness of the National Air Defense Forces. 


Ratitekiy was bore on 14 (27) June 1910 in Khar'kow to 4 working family. As 
a lad planning to become « fitter, he trained in a factory-plant school at 
the Khar’kow Hemmer and Sickle Plant. Sut another career awaited hin. He 
wae sent to the lerainian Military Preparatory School on a plant author iza- 
tion, where be studied from 1924 through 1927. in January 1925 he was 
accepted inte the Komsomol. He entered Cavalry School in 192) and com- 
pleted it in 1929, after which he commanded 4 cavairy platoon, then a 
cavalry squadron of the 40th Cavalry Regiment iment §. V. Prunze of the jth 
Samara Cavairy Division. He gained military proficiency under the direc- 
tion of experienced supetVieut>. 


His érean came true in 1935. After successfully passing entrance exams he 
entere? the Military Academy iment M. ¥V. Prunge. Three wears later one 
further banner event occurred in Pavel Pedorovich’s life: He was accepted 
into the Communist Party. In 1938 he completed the Academy with honors and 
wae assigned to the REEA |Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army) General Strff, 
whete he acquired knowledge and experience which became the basis of 4/1 
his further service. in 1940 Batitekiy was appointed chief of staff of the 
lith Motorized Brigade. it wae 4 trowbled time. War with fascist Germany 
was impending. in this period he gave ail his energy and ability to train- 
ing personne] and improving the brigade's combat readiness. 














tie Ofeat Patfiotl wef found Batitekiy if the pesition of ehief of stati 
the 2624 Motorieed Division, The division received ite baption of fire 

in Lithveania on ene ountering enemy forces on the Koen igeberg-Riga Highway. 

The divieion later fought on the Zapadnaya Dvina, on the Shelen’, on the 

Lovet’ en@ at Stafeye Russe, Prom September through November 1941 Batite= 

tiy wee oRbef of etafl of Che 20th Bille Division, whieh arrived at the 
ost [fem Sibefia, 


iy 16 Noveaber 1941 Pavel Pedeorovieh aseumed command of the 254th Rifle 
bivielen of the Nerthweet Pront, having proved te be 4 capable and able 
oi genlieet of Combined=afte wartafe, 


i) the cummer of 1946) Col Batitekiy directed the activation of the LAXITT 
hifle Corpse end wee appointed ite commander, The 254th Rifle Division=- 
be @eet Lempered and tested combined whit in fierce battles=-was ine luded 
in the corps 


in beplemher-October 194) the LEALII Rifle Corps, which became part of the 
‘Steppe Front and later the 24 UVerainian Front, took a successful part in 
defeating @ @ajor enemy grouping in the vicinity of the cities of Zen‘kov, 
Mireorod and Khoro!l. Pavel Pedorevich took part in fighting to liberate 
the Right-Bank Ukraine, On the night of 20/30 September corpe forward 
detachmentc mede an assault crossing of the Dnepr south of Kanev and cap- 
tured « bridgehead on ite right bank. in November 194) unite of the corpse 
nade another asseult crossing of the Dnepr in the vicinity of Cherkassy 
and, i® coordination with other combined wits, defeated opposing enemy 
forces after fierce fighting and liberated the city. 


uring the double assault crossing of the Dnepr and the liberation of 
Lhetkeassy, corps personnel displayed high military proficiency and mase 
hetoie®, Many of them received high governmental awards and 26 persons 
became Heroes of the Soviet Union. 


The corpse played 4 significant part during the encirclement and ¢liminat ion 
of the enemy's noreun-Shevehenkovesiy grouping. Continuing the attack, 
ite combined unite were among the first in the 24 Ukrainian Front to move 
to the USSR state border with Romania along the Prut River on 26 March 1944 
and they @ade an assault crossing in the vicinity of Skulyany. 


in May 1944 Maj Gen Batitekiy was appointed commander of the CEXVIII Rifle 
Corps, 28th Aray, ist Belorussian Pront. in June of that same year, 
duting the Belorussian Operation, the corps penetrated enemy defenses south 
Bo. ruyee with a ewift blow and developed the attack, Together with other 
troope it participated in the liberation of Slutek, Baranovichi and Brest 
and then made an assault crossing from the move of the Zapadnyy Bug. 


Batitekiy capably directed the corps combined unite and units in penet rat ing 
powerful defensive lines in East Prussia. The CXXVITI Ril le Corps was given 
the des.gnation of “Gumbinnen” for participation in the capture of the 
Cettwan city-fortress of Gumbinnen (now the city of Gusev). In the 








s +oede jue ine hia a sal iw wieat rate sot ia wai ihe rorpe tink part ia fiat ing 
for Berlin Me IW Libetalt anu 


After the Great Patriotic War Satilekly studied at the General Staff Mili- 


tary Academy and comileted it in |968@ with « gold @edal, We then held a 
Aumber of important cemand and eteff positions in the USSR Armed Porees, 
In 1948 he wae appointed chief iaff of the Moscow Aly Defense Region, 
in 1990 he wae Sade chief of the win Stall ahd deputy CiC ef the Air 
Foree, and in 195) be wae appeolated firet deputy commander of the Moseow 
Military Dietri ' yor |) theough 1965) he commanded the 
Moscow Aif vel ee District ‘ooeequentiy he served in the position of 


firet deputy cvief of the USS Armed Forces General Staff, Prom July 1966 
through June 1978 Batitekiy wae CIC of the National Air Defense Porees and 
deputy Sinister of defense of the (88K, We simultaneously was CIC of the 
ait defense forces of the Joint Armed Porces and deputy CIC of the Joint 
Armed Forces of Wereaw Pact Nations, tn April 1968 he wae given the rank 
of marehal of tin Seviet Union 


Thanke to the cometa of the  meunist Party and Soviet government, the 
National Air Defense forces were transformed into one of the contemporary 
ané technically outfitted branches of the Armed Porees, They received in 
the inventory varied types of surface-to-air missile systems capable of 
hitting any air attack w ugh the entire range of altitudes and 
speeds of Flighi, supereemic, a weather fighter interceptors with power- 
ful miesiles; ane the latest sophisticated radars, Extensive use of auto- 
mated control systems and high «ceed commmications systems has become 
typical of the sir defense troops. Along with the rapid increase in tech- 
nical outfitting, there wee vigorous, fruitful work of developing and 
improving operational-«trategic forms of employment of the National Air 
Defense Forces. SBatitekiy put in quch labor and energy to carry out all 
these measures. 


Pavel Pedorovich devoted mux) attention to training command cadres and 
indoctrinating genuine organizers for combat who were strong-willed and 
capable of uncovering the pian of the enemy's probable actions, making 
proper decisions afi winolnmg wiet ali conditions. lx persistently taught 
commanders to analyze enem ations, identify his strong and weak points 
and find the gost effective methods of combaiing hia. 


Batitekiy devoted much e‘fort to increasing the combat might of air defense 
troops of the Warsaw Pact aations. The expertise of interceptor pilots, 
AAA personnel, missile personne! and radar operators was honed in joint 
exercises. The ‘oint exercises became a remarkable school for qutual study 
of combat experience and for indoctrinating personnel of the fraternal 
armies in 4 epirit of internationalism and combat cooperation. They were 
used to work out matters of coordination of all elements of air defense. 


in 1978 Pavel FPedorovich Batitekiy became an inspector general of the group 
o. inspectore-general of the USSF Ministry of Defense. Throughout his 
entire service in the Armed forces, Mar SUP. FP. Batitekiy has taken and is 











taking af active part in the country's sociopolitical Life, in 196) he 
became « candidate Bember and in 1966 4 member of the CPSU Central 
Committee, Geviet citivene gave hie « high honor by repeatedly elect ing 
him ae 4 deputy te the USSR Supreme Beviet, 


The Motherland highly esteemed Batitekiy'’s services by awarding hin the 
tithe Were ef the Boviet Uoien on 7 May 1965, He has been decorated with 
owe opdere of Lenin, the Order of Oetober Revolution, five orders of Red 
hanner, orders of Rutueow let and 24 clase, Suverev 24 Class, “Vor Bervice 
to the Motherland in the USSR Armed Porees,” 34 Clase and many medals ae 
well ae opdere and @edale from foreign states, 


Om hie 70th birthday Pavel Pederovich Batitekiy is in formation ae before, 
ile gives ail hie strength, energy and many yeare of abundant experience to 
oerving the great cause of the Commniet Party and to strengthening the 
Soviet Armed Forces, 
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